PWA  released  to  get 
medical  treatment 

Judge  rules  federal  prison  lacks  adequate  care 


By  Chip  Mitchell 

MADISON,  Wis.  —  The  University  of 
Wisconsin-Madison  faculty  gave  a  boost  to 
the  nationwide  struggle  against  discrimina¬ 
tion  by  the  military  with  its  Dec.  4  proposal 
to  suspend  the  Reserve  Officers’  Training 
Corps  (ROTC)  from  campus  by  May  1993  if 
federal  policies  barring  lesbians  and  gay 
men  from  joining  the  program  are  not 
changed.  The  resounding  386-to-248  vote 
will  serve  as  an  advisory  opinion  to  the 
University’s  Board  of  Regents,  which  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  hear  the  proposal  as  early  as  Feb¬ 
ruary. 

The  vote  has  invigorated  efforts  to  end 
ROTC  discrimination  on  several  other  cam¬ 
puses  across  the  country  and  is  expected  to 
garner  support  for  a  lesbian  who  has  asked 
the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  to  hear  her  discrim¬ 
ination  suit  against  the  U.S.  Army. 

Eight  days  after  the  suspension  vote, 
which  was  backed  by  the  Faculty  Against 
Discrimination  in  University  Programs 
(FADIUP),  a  university-sponsored  faculty 


Joseph  Elder  and  Gordon  Baldwin  were  on 

survey  showed  that  80  percent  of  the  respon¬ 
dents  opposed  anti-gay  discrimination  by 
the  ROTC. 

FADIUP  member  Michael  Olneck  said  he 
was  "cautiously  optimistic”  that  the  Board 
of  Regents  would  support  the  proposal. 
“We  had  surprising  success  in  persuading  a 
skeptical  faculty,  “  said  Olneck,  a  professor 
of  Educational  Policy  Studies  and  Sociol¬ 
ogy.  “If  the  board  deliberates  as  carefully  as 
the  faculty,  I  could  well  imagine  a  victory.” 

The  proposal  appeared  to  have  the  back¬ 
ing  of  the  head  of  the  university.  Chancellor 
Donna  E.  Shalala,  who  said  “I  could  not  be 
prouder  of  [the  faculty]”  during  a  news  con¬ 
ference  held  after  the  vote.  After  harsh  gay¬ 
baiting  by  some  state  legislators,  however. 


Shalala  said  her  statement  did  not  automat¬ 
ically  imply  support  for  the  proposal. 

The  most  homophobic  reaction  came 
from  Sen.  Michael  Ellis  (R  —  Neenah),  the 
Senate  Republican  leader,  who  released  a 
press  statement  on  Dec.  5,  the  day  after  the 
vote,  condemning  the  faculty  for  attempting 
to  turn  the  University  into  the  nation’s 
“flagship  of  homosexuality.” 

Others  against  the  suspension  of  tiie 
ROTC  cited  different  reasons  for  their  op¬ 
position.  Led  by  Law  Professor  Gordon 
Baldwin,  many  faculty  members  said  that 
the  ROTC  is  so  valuable  that  the  university 
should  embrace  the  program  and  rely  on 
lobbying  efforts  at  the  national  level  for  a 
change  in  the  U.S.  Military  policy. 

Olneck  refuted  Baldwin’s  position,  saying 
it  was  an  example  of  subtle  homophobia.  He 
told  GCN  that  fewer  people  would  entertain 
such  calculations  “if  it  were  Blacks  being 
discriminated  against.”  The  analogy,  re¬ 
peated  often  during  the  campaign,  could 


create  tension  between  people  of  color  and 
white  gay  men  and  lesbians,  according  to 
several  campus  anti-racism  activists. 

Joseph  Elder,  professor  of  Sociology  and 
South  Asian  Studies  and  a  co-chair  of 
FADIUP,  said  he  disagreed  with  the  strate¬ 
gy  to  lobby  for  change  on  a  national  level  for 
a  different  reason.  He  said  that  the  suspen¬ 
sion  of  the  ROTC  from  the  University  of 
Wisconsin  “is  one  step  that  would  make  it 
clear  the  policy  is  outdated....  Places  like 
Madison  have  to  say,  ‘This  is  enough.’  ” 
Elder  cited  the  end  of  legal  discrimination 
against  Black  Americans  in  the  military, 
saying,  “Once  the  ball  got  rolling  in  1945,  it 
only  took  three  years  for  the  barriers  to 
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By  Jennie  McKnight 

MIAMI  —  A  federal  prisoner  with  AIDS 
won  an  unprecedented  legal  victory  last 
month  when  a  federal  judge  ordered  him 
released  after  ruling  that  the  U.S.  Bureau  of 
Prisons  failed  to  provide  him  with  adequate 
medical  treatment.  The  decision  was  hailed 
by  prisoners’  rights  advocates  who  said  they 
are  planning  to  file  a  class  action  lawsuit  on 
behalf  of  all  federal  prisoners  with  HIV  in¬ 
fection. 

On  Nov.  20,  U.S.  District  Court  Judge 
Eugene  Spellman  ordered  the  release  of 
Leonard  Botero  Gomez,  a  43-year-old  man 
who  has  advanced  AIDS.  Despite  an  at¬ 
tempt  by  prison  authorities  to  keep  him  in 
prison,  Gomez  was  released  on  bond  later  in 
the  day  after  a  federal  appeals  court  upheld 
Spellman’s  decision. 

Gomez,  who  was  sentenced  in  May  to  a 
mandatory  10-year  prison  term,  is  currently 
receiving  medical  treatment.  However,  the 
Bureau  of  Prisons  has  appealed  his  release 
and  a  decision  on  that  appeal  is  expected 
anytime,  according  to  Gomez’  attorney, 
David  Tucker. 

Gomez  was  released  pending  a  trial  in  his 
challenge  to  the  mandatory  sentencing 
statute.  According  to  Tucker,  the  statute  is 
unconstitutional  because  its  requirement 
that  Gomez  be  incarcerated  in  a  prison 
without  adequate  medical  facilities  con¬ 
stitutes  cruel  and  unusual  punishment.  The 
trial  is  scheduled  to  begin  February  15. 

Tucker  said  Gomez,  who  was  incarcer¬ 
ated  at  the  Metropolitan  Correctional  Cen¬ 
ter  (MCC)  in  Miami  after  he  was  sentenced, 
received  inadequate  treatment  at  the  facili¬ 
ty.  He  said  Gomez  was  given  the  antiviral 
drug  AZT,  but  that  prison  medical  officials 
failed  to  monitor  Gomez’s  response  to  the 
drug.  Tucker  said  Gomez  was  frequently 
unable  to  see  his  physician  at  the  MCC,  and 
that  he  was  turned  away  by  physician’s 
assistants  who  refused  to  treat  him. 

Tucker  said  that  Gomez,  who  began  to 
develop  a  wide  range  of  health  problems. 


was  occasionally  taken  by  MCC  authorities 
to  a  nearby  public  facility,  Jackson 
Memorial  Hospital  (JMH).  “They  would 
basically  dump  him  at  JMH  whenever  he 
became  problematic,”  Tucker  told  GCN. 
He  said  that  when  the  doctors  at  JMH  began 
treating  Gomez  they  diagnosed  a  much 
more  advanced  stage  of  AIDS  than  the 
MCC  medical  personnel  had  diagnosed. 

In  addition,  said  Tucker,  Gomez  request¬ 
ed  psychological  counseling  at  MCC,  which 
he  did  not  receive.  The  only  counseling  ser¬ 
vices  available,  he  said,  were  for  drug  addic¬ 
tion,  which  Gomez  did  not  need. 

“This  case  is  just  the  tip  of  the  iceberg  in 
exposing  the  horrendous  medical  care  given 
to  HIV-infected  prisoners  and  non-infected 
prisoners  in  the  federal  prison  system,”  said 
Judy  Greenspan  of  the  ACLU’s  National 
Prison  Project. 

“We  think  the  judge’s  decision  to  release 
[Gomez]  is  a  good  decision,”  Greenspan 
told  GCN,  adding,  “We  would  propose  that 
all  HIV-infected  prisoners  be  released  be¬ 
cause  of  the  inability  of  the  prison  system  to 
provide  adequate  care.  What  is  needed  is  a 
class-action  lawsuit  that  challenges  the 
abuses  and  neglect  of  federal  prison  medical 
authorities.”  She  said  many  prison  doctors 
have  little  if  any  knowledge  of  HIV  infec¬ 
tion  or  AIDS,  “let  alone  how  to  treat 
them.” 

In  the  Gomez  case,  the  Bureau  of  Prisons 
has  argued  that  MCC  provided  Gomez  with 
adequate  treatment.  Bureau  officials  con¬ 
tacted  by  GCN  said  federal  prisoners  with 
HIV  infection  are  given  adequate  medical 
treatment.  In  fact,  Kevin  McDonald,  the  In¬ 
fectious  Disease  Program  coordinator  of  the 
Bureau  of  Prisons,  claimed  that  in  some 
ways  care  for  people  with  HIV  infection  is 
better  inside  the  prison  system  than  outside. 

“The  system  gives  prisoners  a  greater  op¬ 
portunity  to  approach  the  medical  environ¬ 
ment,  where  in  the  community  at  large  a  per- 
Continued  on  page  7 


opposite  sides  of  the  Dec.  4  faculty  debate 
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Security  guards  bash  PWA 


A  gay  man  with  AIDS  files  suit  against  a  major  Boston 
department  store  following  the  violent  attack 


Disability  rights  activists 
protest  Greyhound 

BOSTON  —  A  police  officer  moves  a  disability  rights  activist  who  was  blocking  a  Greyhound  bus  as  part 
of  a  Dec.  13  demonstration  protesting  the  company’s  policies  that  discriminate  against  people  with 
disabilities.  Held  at  the  Greyhound  Station  on  Stuart  St.  here,  the  protest  also  criticized  Greyhound  for  lob¬ 
bying  against  the  Americans  with  Disabilities  Act  (ADA). 

According  to  a  complaint  Jim  Gleich,  director  of  the  Massachusetts  Office  of  Handicapped  Affairs,  filed 
with  the  Massachusetts  Commission  Against  Discrimination,  Greyhound  actively  discriminates  against  peo¬ 
ple  with  disabilities  because  it  does  not  equip  its  buses  with  wheelchair  lifts,  refuses  to  carry  electric 
wheelchairs,  requires  people  with  disabilities  to  provide  a  doctor's  note  certifying  that  they  are  capable  of 
riding,  and  does  not  allow  people  with  disabilities  to  ride  without  an  attendant. 

The  Americans  with  Disabilities  Act  (ADA)  prohibits  discrimination  against  people  with  disabilities  in 
transportation,  employment,  and  access  to  public  facilities  like  movies  and.  restaurants.  The  ADA  includes 
people  with  AIDS  and  people  who  are  HIV  positive.  Passed  overwhelmingly  by  the  U.S.  Senate  last 
September  (see  GCN,  Sept.  17,  1989),  the  ADA  has  been  endorsed  by  the  Bush  administration  and  is  cur¬ 
rently  awaiting  a  vote  in  the  U.S.  House  of  Representatives. 

Groups  participating  in  the  demonstration  included  the  Mass.  Coalition  of  Citizens  with  Disabilities,  the 
Disabled  People's  Liberation  Front,  ALERT,  and  the  AIDS  Action  Committee. 

□  Laura  Briggs 

ACT  UP  thaws  frozen 
funds 

San  Francisco's  AIDS  service  organizations  feel  the 
aftershock  of  the  quake  as  the  city  tries  to  cut  AIDS 
money 


By  Laura  Briggs 

BOSTON  —  A  gay  man  with  AIDS  filed 
suit  against  the  Jordan  Marsh  Department 
Store  here  charging  he  was  threatened  with 
death,  verbally  harassed,  prevented  from 
taking  his  medication,  and  pushed  down  a 
flight  of  stairs  by  security  guards  on  Nov. 
29.  The  man,  James  Armistead,  said  he  had 
been  detained  on  the  pretense  that  he  was 
shoplifting. 

Two  local  groups,  ACT  UP/Boston  and 
the  Greater  Boston  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Political  Alliance,  held  a  demonstration 
outside  the  downtown  store,  calling  for 
restitution  to  Armistead  and  the  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  and  AIDS-affected  communities. 

“It  was  an  hour  and  a  half  of  total  hell,” 
Armistead  told  GCN.  “Night  after  night  I 
worry  that  those  security  guards  are  going  to 
come  by  and  throw  bricks  through  my  win¬ 
dow.  They  went  through  all  my  stuff,  so 
they  have  my  address.  My  lover  works 
nights,  so  when  the  visiting  nurses  leave,  1 
check  the  lock  a  hundred  times.” 

“It’s  totally  horrendous  —  a  nightmare 
story,”  said  Steve  LeBlanc,  victim  advocate 
for  the  Fenway  Community  Health  Center’s 
Victim  Recovery  Program.  “But  I  got  130 
calls  last  year,  and  many  of  the  stories  are  as 
bad  or  worse.  What’s  different  about  this 
one  is  that  Jim  Armistead  is  willing  to  come 
forward  and  talk  about  it  publicly.” 

Armistead  said  that  he  spent  nine  months 
working  for  the  AIDS  Action  Committee, 
speaking  about  being  a  person  with  AIDS  at 
colleges  and  churches,  participating  in 
documentaries,  speaking  at  the  State 
House,  and  working  on  a  benefit.  He  said 
that  he  quit  last  May  because  of 
deteriorating  health.  “I’ve  tried  to  do  good 
with  my  speaking,  tried  to  help  people  with 
AIDS,  and  I  feel  like  the  world  just  hit  me  in 
the  face  and  said  you  have  to  take  this 
because  you’re  gay  and  you  have  AIDS. 
Well,  I’m  not  going  to  take  it,”  Armistead 
told  GCN. 

Armistead’s  lawyer,  Katherine  Trian- 
tifillou,  said  no  court  date  has  been  set  for 
Armistead’s  suit,  but  that  the  store  has  filed 
criminal  charges  against  him  for  shoplifting. 
Armistead  said  that  the  charges  were  only 
filed  after  he,  his  lover,  and  his  AIDS  Ac¬ 
tion  “buddy”  called  the  Jordan  Marsh  store 
and  asked  for  an  apology.  He  must  appear 
in  court  on  Dec.  28  to  face  the  shoplifting 
,  charge. 

According  to  Armistead,  he  went  to  the 


By  Ollie  Lee  Taylor 

MADISON,  Wise.  —  About  70  peo¬ 
ple  from  across  the  United  States  and 
Canada  gathered  here  November  17-19  for 
the  fifth  annual  International  Conference  of 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Elected  and  Appointed 
Officials.  The  three-day  gathering  featured 
workshops  and  seminars  that  encouraged 
gay  men  and  lesbians  to  seek  elected  office 
and  provided  them  with  campaigning  strate¬ 
gies. 

In  his  keynote  speech,  Svend  Robinson, 
openly  gay  Member  of  Parliament  in  Cana¬ 
da,  addressed  a  recurring  topic  at  the  con¬ 
ference:  coming  out.  Robinson,  speculating 
that  many  gay  and  lesbian  officials  have 
been  asked  why  they  want  to  come  out  when 
they  know  the  risks  involved,  said,  “Our 
source  of  strength  is  from  the  hardship  of 
being  who  we  are.”  He  said  there  is  a  need  to 
speak  of  “coming  in”  and  that  it  is  impor¬ 
tant  to  make  future  gay  and  lesbian  officials 
feel  welcome. 

A  panel  discussion  called  “Private  Lives, 
Public  Lives”  focused  on  managing  a  gay  or 
lesbian  identity  at  work.  Alix  Olson,  a  Mad¬ 
ison  police  officer,  told  the  participants 
“there  are  some  police  officers  in  the  world 
who  are  on  your  side....  The  gap  is  closing 
more  and  more. . . .  Being  open  is  an  excellent 
chance  to  educate.” 

In  agreeing  with  Olson,  Chicago  physi¬ 
cian  Ron  Sable  said  he  felt  the  benefits  of 
coming  out  outweighed  the  negative  effects, 
but  cautioned,  “Many  have  paid  prices  and 
suffered.  As  a  white  male  physician  I  have 
had  options  others  don’t  have,”  he  said. 


Jordan  Marsh  at  Downtown  Crossing  to 
return  a  plate,  after  spending  the  early  part 
of  the  day  receiving  medical  treatment.  He 
returned  the  plate,  and  then  went  to  the  col¬ 
ogne  counter,  where  he  was  grabbed  from 
behind  by  a  security  guard  and  accused  of 
stealing  the  plate.  Armistead  asked  him  to 
let  go  of  his  wrist,  saying  he  was  a  PWA  and 
his  wrist  was  sore  because  he  had  just  had 
blood  work  done. 

Two  security  guards  then  hurried  him  to 
another  part  of  the  store,  ripped  his 
backpack  off  his  shoulder,  and  sprayed  it 
with  a  disinfectant.  Guards  went  through 
his  backpack,  including  his  medical  records, 
appointment  book,  and  address  book, 
reading  them  out  loud  and  making  com¬ 
ments  about  individuals  they  claimed  to 
know.  One  guard  wrote  “FAGS  DIE”  on  a 
piece  of  AIDS  literature  in  his  backpack. 

According  to  Armistead,  the  guards  told 
him  he  was  being  arrested  for  stealing  the 
pants,  sweaters,  ring,  and  gloves  he  was 
wearing,  as  well  as  the  plate  he  had  returned. 
He  was  put  in  a  transparent  detainment 
“cell”  at  the  store  for  an  hour  and  a  half, 
during  which  time  he  was  continuously 
harassed.  One  guard  threatened  to  kill  him, 
saying  he  would  stuff  his  body  in  a  dumpster 
before  he  spread  AIDS  any  further.  Ar¬ 
mistead  said  that  he  was  called  “faggot,” 
and  asked  “How  did  you  get  AIDS  anyway, 
what  alley  did  you  get  it  in?”  While  he  was 
being  held  in  his  “cell,”  a  security  agent 
kept  blowing  kisses  at  Armistead  and  mak¬ 
ing  faces  at  him. 

When  Armistead  asked  for  medication 
that  he  needed  for  an  AIDS-related  illness, 
the  security  guards  refused  to  let  him  take  it 
out  of  his  backpack. 

After  an  hour  and  a  half,  Armistead  was 
told  he  could  leave,  and  that  the  shoplifting 
charge  against  him  was  being  dropped.  He 
was  pressured  into  signing  some  papers, 
which,  he  was  told,  said  that  he  had  created  a 
disturbance,  and  that  he  agreed  not  to  enter 
the  store  for  three  years.  Armistead,  who 
said  he  could  not  read  the  papers  because  of 
bad  eyesight,  asked  for  copies.  He  said  the 
guard  responded  by  slamming  down  the 
window  of  his  “cell”  and  telling  him  that  he 
could  not  leave.  He  then  asked  the  names  of 
the  security  guards  involved  and  was  again 
told  that  he  could  not  go  home.  According 
to  Armistead,  when  they  finally  released 
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“You  can’t  be  gay  enough  for  gays.  For 
straights,  you  can  be  too  gay,”  added  Sable, 
who  won  47  percent  of  the  vote  in  his  bid  for 
city  council. 

In  a  question  and  answer  session  follow¬ 
ing  the  panel  discussion,  the  group  debated 
the  accountability  of  lesbian  and  gay  of¬ 
ficials  to  the  gay  and  lesbian  community. 
The  group  reached  consensus  against  forc¬ 
ing  people  to  come  out,  but  was  divided 
about  issues  of  accountability.  Some  had 
suggested  that  when  a  gay  official  works 
against  “gay  causes”  because  of  self-hatred 
or  aggrandizement,  the  community  could 
reveal  his  or  her  sexuality  and  force  that  per¬ 
son  to  be  accountable. 

Following  the  business  session,  confer¬ 
ence  attendees  were  given  the  chance  to  sign 
a  letter  of  support  for  U.S.  Rep.  Barney 
Frank  (D-Mass.),  who  is  currently  under  in¬ 
vestigation  by  the  House  Ethics  Committee. 
Another  openly  gay  official,  Robert  Stipice- 
vich,  president  of  the  school  board  in  Fre¬ 
mont,  Calif.,  requested  support  because  of 
the  recall  effort  being  mounted  against  him. 

A  farewell  brunch  on  Sunday  featured  a 
report  and  question-and-answer  session 
about  the  recent  elections.  Three  gay  civil 
liberties  measures  were  defeated  in  Irvine, 
Calif.,  Tacoma,  Wash.,  and  Athens,  Ohio. 
A  measure  recognizing  domestic  partner¬ 
ships  lost  by  just  1,700  votes  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  and  a  measure  banning  AIDS  discrim¬ 
ination  was  defeated  in  Concord,  Calif. 

Speakers  argued  that  the  close  vote  in  San 
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By  Michael  C.  Botkin 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  About  150  people 
rallied  at  city  hall  here  Dec.  12  to  demand 
that  AIDS  funding,  which  had  been  frozen 
after  the  Oct.  17  earthquake,  be  released  in 
full.  AIDS  service  organizations,  already  hit 
hard  by  the  quake,  had  suffered  another 
aftershock  when  Mayor  Art  Agnos  announ¬ 
ced  his  plan  to  “pro-rate”  the  city’s  com¬ 
mitment  to  AIDS  service  by  reducing  the 
previously  allocated  money  by  a  third. 

At  the  center  of  the  dispute  is  $700,000  in 
“supplemental  funds,”  extra  money  from 
last  year’s  budget,  which  was  allocated  for 
AIDS  services  in  August.  After  the  quake, 
all  supplemental  funds  were  frozen,  pending 
an  assesment  of  the  costs  of  the  quake. 

The  initial  demand  by  ACT  UP  that  the 
money  be  “thawed”  caused  a  furor  at  city 
hall, |  where  members  of  the  Board  of  Super¬ 
visors  and  the  mayor’s  office  frantically 
denied  responsibility  for  the  freeze  and 
pointed  fingers  at  each  other.  Befor  the  Dec. 
12  demonstration  which  was  called  by  ACT 
UP  and  endorsed  by  many  of  the  city’s 
AIDS  service  organizations  actually  took 
place,  the  mayor’s  office  had  promised  to 
reallocate  $500,000  for  AIDS  services. 

Demonstrators,  however,  argued  that 
partial  restoration  of  funds  was  not  enough. 
Deeg  Gold  of  ACT  UP’s  Local  Issues  Com¬ 
mittee  read  portions  of  the  letter  from 
Mayor  Agnos  received  the  day  before. 
‘“There  will  be  no  reduction  in  the  level  of 
spending,”  she  quoted.  ‘“While  overall 
spending  this  year  will  be  $500,000,  it  will  be 
the  equivalent  of  $700,000  on  a  pro-rated 
basis.’  So  they’re  ripping  us  off  $200,000 
and  still  not  telling  us  when  we’ll  get  it,”  she 
said.  “This  is  not  supplemental  funding,  it’s 
necessary  funding  and  we  want  it  released 
now.” 

Gold  announced  ACT  UP’s  support  for 
other  city  programs,  and  denounced  the 
mayor’s  office  for  trying  to  create  conflict 
between  AIDS  organizations  and  other 
groups.  “We  will  not  be  put  into  competi¬ 
tion  with  all  the  other  programs,”  she  said. 

“We  do  not  have  AIDS  on  a  pro-rated 


basis,”  Brandy  Moore  of  the  Black  Coali¬ 
tion  on  AIDS  told  the  crowd.  “$500,000  on 
a  pro-rated  basis  is  inappropriate.  In  fact, 
it’s  outrageous.  People  Living  With  AIDS 
should  not  have  to  come  down  here  and  beg 
for  assistance  in  fighting  this  dread 
disease.” 

Other  speakers  at  the  rally  included  Ken 
Jones  of  the  San  Francisco  AIDS  Founda¬ 
tion,  Barbara  Cameron  of  Community 
United  Against  Violence,  Terry  Beswick  of 
Community  Research  Alliance,  and  Mike 
Shriver  of  the  Tenderloin  AIDS  Network. 
All  of  these  organizations  were  slated  to 
receive  some  of  the  “frozen”  funds.  In  stark 
contrast  to  recent  ACT  UP  actions,  there 
was  virtually  no  police  presence  and  the  rally 
ended  peacefully. 

Debate  about  who  is  in  charge  of  the 
funds  and  the  availability  of  any  money  con¬ 
tinues.  Holly  Krassner,  aide  to  Supervisor 
Nancer  Walker,  who  chairs  the  finance  com¬ 
mittee  which  froze  the  funds,  denies  that 
Walker  can  thaw  the  money.  “ACT  UP 
didn’t  do  their  homework  before  they  sent 
out  their  flyers,”  she  said.  “The  chair  of  the 
finance  committee  can’t  appropriate  sup- 
plementals,  only  the  mayor  can  schedule 
items  like  that.” 

Scott  Schaeffer,  press  representative  for 
Agnos,  said  that  the  money  isn’t  frozen  be¬ 
cause  it  doesn’t  even  exist.  “What  money? 
The  city  had  reserves  of  $5.9  million;  within 
48  hours  of  the  quake  it  was  all  spent.” 
Schaeffer  could  not  say  if  other  frozen 
funds  would  be  released  on  a  pro-rated 
basis.  “These  are  among  the  first  of  the 
frozen  funds  to  be  released,”  he  said.  “The 
only  others  were  court-ordered  money  for 
psychiatric  health  care  at  city  jail.” 

Carol  Wilkins,  deputy  mayor  of  finance,  de¬ 
scribed  the  funding  process  as  more  of  a  jug¬ 
gling  act  than  a  simple  un-freezing  of  exist¬ 
ing  money.  “We  don’t  know  how  much 
money  the  city  will  get  in  the  coming 
months.  We  know  we  lost  a  lot  of  revenue 
because  of  the  quake,  but  we  still  don’t 
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Gay  officials  gather  in 
Wisconsin 

Hot  topics  included  coming  out  and  the  recent  election 
defeats 


Marilyn  Humphries 


COMMUNITY  VOICES 


GCN  Job  Opening 
Art  Director 

Available  immediately.  Maintain  overall 
design  of  the  paper  and  oversee  the  layout  and 
proofreading  functions  on  production  night. 
Design  centerspread  and  cover  graphics  (or 
assign  to  volunteer  artist),  as  well  as  weekly 
display  advertisements.  Work  with  Ad  Coor¬ 
dinator  and  Promotions  staff  on  income¬ 
generating  projects,  including  promo¬ 
tional/publicity  materials,  pamphlets  and  ad 
calls. 

Qualifications:  Strong  graphic  design  skills. 
Familiarity  with  type  specification,  paste-up, 
knowledge  of  offset  mechanical  production 
and  printing  techniques,  and  previous  related 
,  experience  preferred. 

All  GCN  positions  require  commitments  to 
lesbian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  and  anti¬ 
racism,  an  awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a 
commitment  to  collective  decision-making. 

Salary/Benefits:  All  positions  pay  $200/week 
and  include  health/life  insurance,  routine 
health  care  through  the  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center,  sick  leave,  and  four  weeks  paid 
vacation.  GCN  offers  staff  members  respon¬ 
sibility  for  their  own  jobs,  with  flexibility  and 
ample  room  for  innovation. 

To  apply  for  either  position:  Please  send 
resume  and  cover  letter  to: 

GCN  Job  Search  Committee 
62  Berkeley  Street 
Boston,  MA  021 16 


“Community  Voices”  and  “Speaking  Out”  are 
parts  of  our  efforts  to  provide  a  true  forum  of 
opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage  you 
to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us, 
and  to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
We  welcome  all  contributions  except  personal 
attacks.  Copies  of  letters  and  “Speaking  Out” 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a 
space-available  basis.  GCN  reserves  the  right  to 
edit  letters  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions 
for  length  and  clarity,  in  consultation  with  the 
author.  The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership. 

Letter  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions  must 
be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Letters  can 
be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO  PAGES.  “Speak¬ 
ing  Out”  contributions  can  be  NO  LONGER 
THAN  FOUR  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices  or  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 


GCN  ON  VACATION 


GCN  will  be  on  vacation  the  week  of  December 
25-29.  Our  next  issue  will  come  out  January  6.  See 
you  then. 


Xmas  and  the  rest  of  us 


Dear  GCN: 

Ah,  Christmas.  The  commodity  fetishism 
of  it.  The  Protestant  hegemony  of  it.  The 
bloody  green-and-red  subway  passes  of  it. 

Now,  some  people’s  “I  hate  Christmas” 
thing  is  that  the  commercialism  of  Christ¬ 
mas  is  hypocritical  —  but  as  far  as  1  can  tell, 
the  commercialism  of  Christmas  is  perfectly 
sincere.  No,  my  frustration  is  with  the 
assumption  that  this  is  a  holiday  we  all 
share.  The  gross  version  of  this  talks  only 
about  Christmas,  assuming  we’re  all  Chris¬ 
tians;  the  subtle,  progressive  one  recognizes 
chanukah  (and  maybe  others),  talks  about 
“the  holidays,”  and  turns  Christmas,  chan¬ 
ukah,  kwanza,  solstice,  etc.,  into  one  big 
holiday  —  and  that  holiday  is  Christmas. 
This,  my  friends,  is  cultural  imperialism. 

Which  brings  us,  oddly  enough,  to  the 
Boston  Gay  Men’s  Chorus  holiday  concert 
(and  their  ad  in  the  12/3/89  GCN). 

Will  somebody  please  explain  to  these 
people  — 

(Sorry.  Give  me  a  moment.  There.) 

Will  somebody  please  explain  to  these 
people  that  the  values  of  cultural  diversity 
are  not  served  by  an  ad  placing  a  menorah 
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under  a  fucking  Christmas  tree! 

And  a  joyous  holiday  season  to  you,  too. 
_  Read  Weaver 

Boston,  Mass. 

Gay  women:  someone  who 
feels  like  you 

Dear  GCN: 

I’m  writing  because  there  will  be  other 
readers  that  will  experience  this  same  situa¬ 
tion  and  may  feel  they’re  alone. 

1  have  been  through  a  lot  of  emotional 
trauma,  but  since  I  met  my  wife,  Cindi,  she 
has  brought  a  lot  of  peace  into  my  life.  But 
now  I  ’ll  be  leaving  here,  and  1  feel  like  a  very 
important  part  of  my  life  is  going  to  be  taken 
away  from  me.  I  thought  I  knew  what  real 
love  was  but  I  was  wrong  until  I  came  across 
my  beautiful  wife.  I  really  feel  there’s 
nothing  too  high  or  too  low  we  can’t  handle 
together. 

I  just  wanted  other  gay  women  to  know 
there’s  someone  who  feels  the  same  way 
they  do. 

Thank  you, 
Karen  Morton 
18605 

_  1479  Collins  Ave. 

Marysville,  OH  43040 

Not  a  good  day  at  Glad  Day 

Dear  GCN: 

My  friend  Ann  was  visiting  from  D.C. 
and  was  most  anxious  to  visit  a  few  lesbian 
and  gay  places  of  interest.  So  on  December  5 
we  went  into  the  Glad  Day  Bookstore. 

After  browsing  about  the  store  separately 
for  about  45  minutes  or  so,  we  met  up  at  the 
greeting  card  rack.  As  we  scanned  the  collec¬ 
tion,  our  eyes  froze  on  a  series  of  fat-o- 
phobic  and  racist  cards  depicting 
“mammy”  characters.  We  were  outraged. 

At  that  point  we  confiscated  the  offensive 
cards  and  took  them  up  to  the  clerk  at  the 
register;  who  had  been  watching  us  the 
whole  time  and  seemed  very  ill-at-ease  when 
we  started  to  question  him  about  who  was  in 
charge  of  the  store.  He  mumbled  something 
about  the  manager  not  coming  in  until  7 
p.m.  and  suggested  that  we  take  our  com¬ 
plaints  to  the  two  men  at  the  rear  of  the 
store.  It  was  obvious  that  this  fellow  was  not 
going  to  take  the  heat. 

When  we  took  the  cards  to  one  of  the  men 
in  the  back  of  the  store,  my  friend  Ann  (who 
is  Caucasian)  introduced  herself,  said  that 
she  was  visiting  the  store  for  the  first  time, 
and  spoke  of  her  work  with  various  organi¬ 
zations  that  were  working  to  end  all  kinds  of 
oppression.  She  also  mentioned'  that  she 
found  the  cards  totally  unacceptable.  The 
“man  in  charge”  responded  by  saying  that 
he  was  not  the  cardbuyer. 

Ann  countered  by  saying  that  perhaps  he 
could  speak  to  the  cardbuyer  about  his 
choice  of  materials  for  the  store  and  maybe 
they  should  reconsider  their  collusion  in 
perpetuating  racist  and  fat-o-phobic  stereo¬ 
types. 

I  must  say  right  here  that  although  I  ap¬ 
preciated  seeing  one  Caucasian  person  trying 
to  educate  another  about  racism,  I  was  de¬ 
termined  to  follow  up  on  this  problem  my¬ 
self. 

On  December  7,  1  spoke  with  John 
Mitzel,  the  manager  of  Glad  Day  Bookstore 
via  the  telephone. 

I  inquired  as  to  whether  or  not  he  intend¬ 
ed  to  keep  the  racist  cards  off  the  shelves. 
He  reassured  me  that  he  had  every  intention 
of  leaving  them  right  where  they  were  be¬ 
cause  he  saw  nothing  wrong  with  the  charac¬ 
ters  being  portrayed.  It  seems  that  the  model 
on  the  cards  is  a  gay  male  comic  named  Billy 
Gordon.  Just  because  the  oppressed  become 
the  oppressor  does  not  make  it  any  less  hurt¬ 
ful.  Are  you  listening,  “Big  Ed”? 

Mr.  Mitzel  then  went  on  to  insinuate 
that  I  was  a  trouble-maker  and  that  I  did  this 
every  year  (not  true),  and  then  he  accused 
me  of  being  some  woman  named 
“Barbara.”  Hmmmm.  At  any  rate,  I  in¬ 
formed  him  that  I  was  not  Barbara  and  that 
I  resented  the  fact  that  he  was  neither  in¬ 
terested  or  cared  about  whom  he  was  hurt¬ 
ing  by  displaying  such  merchandise. 

As  a  Black  lesbian,  as  a  Black  woman,  1 
find  Mr.  Mitzel’s  lack  of  concern  and  un¬ 
willingness  to  address  his  issue  around 
racism,  a  clear  message  to  all  lesbians  and 
gay  men  of  color  in  this  city  that  his  store 
does  not  want  or  deserve  our  patronage.  I 
urge  anyone  reading  this  who  is  committed 
to  creating  a  non-racist,  non-sexist  com¬ 
munity  to  speak  out  by  staying  away  from 
Glad  Day  or  at  least  letting  the  management 
and  owner  know  that  you  do  not  agree  with 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


their  choice  of  “unsuitable  materials.’ 
Silence  is  complicity! 

Peace, 
Vickye  Robinson 
Dorchester,  Mass. 


Homophobia  never  innocent 

/GCB  received  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  the 
Boston  Globe  —  Ed.] 

To  the  Editor: 

The  tone  of  the  November  19  Focus  sec¬ 
tion  article  on  the  new  Massachusetts  law 
prohibiting  discrimination  on  the  basis  of 
sexual  orientation  distorts  the  purpose  and 
reality  of  the  law.  Even  the  headline,  “Sta¬ 
tute  brings  equal  protection  but  affirms  sec¬ 
ond-class  citizenship”  misses  the  point:  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  have  been  second-class 
citizens  throughout  the  history  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth,  in  large  part  because  we  lack 
civil  rights  protections.  The  passage  of  this 
legislation,  bringing  us  equal  protection  in 
areas  like  employment  and  housing  is  an  im¬ 
portant  step  forward,  a  step  towards  full  cit¬ 
izenship. 

The  amendments  certainly  are  offensive; 
they  are  downright  stupid  as  well  but  must 
be  looked  at  with  at  least  a  touch  of  reality 
testing.  When  is  the  last  time  that  a  piece  of 
perfect,  all-inclusive  legislation  designed  to 
solve  long  standing  civil  rights  problems  and 
overcome  entrenched  societal  bigotry  was 
passed  into  law?  It  is  unfortunate,  but  our 
legislative  process  simply  does  not  work  that 
way. 

The  language  of  the  foster  care  amend¬ 
ment  is  less  offensive  than  similar  amend¬ 
ments  that  the  legislature  has  passed  over 
the  last  four  years  and  is  also  less  offensive 
than  the  current  Massachusetts  foster  care 
policy  which  is  being  challenged  in  Superior 
Court.  The  amendment  declaring  that  this 
bill  does  not  recognize  lesbian  and  gay  mar¬ 
riage  does  not  change  the  scope  of  the  bill 
one  bit;  without  that  amendment  it  would 
not  have  addressed  marriage  laws  either. 
This  is  a  civil  rights  act  covering  discrimina¬ 
tion  in  employment,  housing,  and  public  ac¬ 
comodations;  lesbian  and  gay  family  law 
issues  are  important  but  are  outside  of  its 
scope. 

More  troubling  is  the  article’s  focus  on  in¬ 
fighting  and  political  rivalries  which  the 
Globe  claim  wrack  the  community.  A  truer 
picture  would  be  given  by  recognizing  the 
tremendous  job  of  organizing,  lobbying  and 
coalition  building  that  the  lesbian  and  gay 
commuity  achieved  in  order  to  pass  the  bill. 
This  bill  was  not  a  gift  from  a  benevolent 
legislature;  it  was  a  victory  for  the  communi¬ 
ty  which  worked  for  its  passage. 

Only  those  who  are  blind  to  the  realities  of 
anti-gay  and  anti-lesbian  discrimination 
would  have  the  gall  to  call  this  law  a  “quaint 
relic  of  a  more  innocent  time,  a  statement 
about  as  daring  as  a  mood  ring.”  This  law 
provides  long  overdue  and  much  needed  civ¬ 
il  rights  protections,  protections  which  are 
neither  relics  nor  marketing  fads.  I  ask 
anyone  who  would  compare  its  passage  to 
mood  rings:  why  then  did  passage  take  17 
years,  why  were  the  debates  in  the  House 
and  Senate  so  ugly,  why  is  Massachusetts 
only  the  second  state  in  the  country  to  pass 
such  a  law,  why  does  the  religious  right 
threaten  a  referendum.  Mood  rings,  if  1 
remember  correctly,  never  touched  off  such 
controversy.  ■ 

As  far  as  the  “innocence”  of  times  gone 
by,  let  us  keep  in  mind  that  this  law  is  needed 
now  for  the  very  same  reasons  why  it  was  in¬ 
troduced  in  1972.  People  are  now,  as  they 
were  then,  fired  from  jobs,  denied  housing, 
queer  bashed,  denied  custody  of  their  child¬ 
ren,  refused  entry  to  this  country,  and 
thrown  out  of  the  armed  services  for  being 
gay.  Homophobia  and  discrimination  have 
never  been  innocent.  And  no  false  conflicts 
should  be  posited  of  resources  for  AIDS  ver¬ 
sus  civil  rights  for  gay  men  and  lesbians.  The 
AIDS  epidemic  was  ignored  by  government 
for  many  years  because  of  homophobia  and 
racism;  civil  rights  for  gay  men  and  lesbians 
is  an  AIDS  issue. 

Among  reasonable  people  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  this  law  is  an  important  step  for¬ 
ward  for  everyone  in  the  Commonwealth. 
The  Globe  article,  like  much  of  the  Globe’s 
coverage  and  lack  of  coverage  of  the  lesbian 
and  gay  community,  shows  just  how  per¬ 
vasive  prejudice  against  gay  people  is. 

Sincerely, 
Kevin  M.  Cathcart 
_  Executive  Director,  GLAD 

liK  Boston,  Mass. 


Liberation  without  permission, 
pleasure  without  apology 


By  Abe  Rybeck 

In  1982  I  moved  from  Madison,  Wiscon¬ 
sin,  to  Boston  because  I  had  read  GCN  and 
thought  “That  is  it!  That’s  home!" 

I  thought  Boston  would  be  like  a  small 
New  York.  Well,  it ’s  more  like  a  big  Madis¬ 
on,  Wisconsin.  But  it  is  home. 

A  few  weeks  ago  I  had  a  special  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  reflect  on  the  gay  ’80s  in  Boston,  as 
I  was  awarded  the  Greater  Boston  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Political  Alliance’s  Bessie  Smith 
A  ward  for  creativity.  This  recognition  from 
The  Alliance  reminded  me  of  the  tremen¬ 
dous  generosity  of  spirit  with  which  Boston 
has  greeted  me  and  my  work. 

I’ve  been  a  very  lucky  guy  here  in  Boston. 
We ’ve  been  a  very  lucky  community:  We ’ve 
had  GCN  to  collect  our  deep  dish  and  write 
it  up  as  political  discourse.  GCN  is  not  just 
another  clipboard  of  polite  press  releases. 
GCN  is  the  sticky  questions,  the  sweet 
moments,  and  the  dirty  stories  that  make  up 
our  lives. 

With  the  words  below  I  humbly  (you 
know  me)  accepted  the  “Bessie.  ”  (Bessie 
Smith!  Can  you  imagine  how  much  this 
means  to  a  skinny  white  Jewish  fag?)  My  in¬ 
tention  was  to  talk  about  the  vitality  of  gay 
liberation  in  our  lives.  My  friends,  co¬ 
workers  and  supporters  have  exemplified 
that  vitality  and  it  means  everything  to  me. 

Here ’s  what  I  said  to  the  A  Ilia  nee  Banquet 
at  Joe  Tecce ’s: 

Thank  you. 

Thank  you  for  working  with  me  and 
thank  you  for  supporting  me.  Let  me  tell 
you,  when  you  run  around  creating  trashy, 
communist,  safe-sex-porno  drag  shows,  you 
never  really  imagine  someone  is  going  to 
give  you  an  award  for  it. 

So  really,  thank  you. 

Before  I  go  on  —  and  you  know  I  will  go 
on  —  I’m  thrilled  to  announce  that  Btame.it. 
on  the  Big  Banana ,  my  first  full-length 
musical  comedy,  will  premiere  in  a  workshop 
production  at  Kresge  Little  Theater  at  MIT 
on  February  22  and  23.  If  you’ve  been  wait¬ 
ing  for  it  like  I  have,  I  should  make  it  clear 
that  it’s  this  coming  February,  1990.  The 
show  follows  a  troupe  of  radical  drag 
queens  (nobody  we  know)  who  get  swept 


away  on  a  cultural  exchange  mission  to 
Nicaragua. 

Now,  I’m  going  to  try  to  put  into  a  few 
words  some  of  the  gut  feelings  that  drive  my 
work.  I  want  to  talk  to  you  about  Sex  and 
Pleasure  and  Inalienable  Rights. 

The  night  I  sat  my  parents  down  and  told 
them  I  was  gay  my  mother  reacted,  “Abe, 
you  mean  you  want  to  be  who  you  really  are. 
You  want  to  go  out  and  say  you’re  Abe 
Rybeck  no  matter  how  the  world  tries  to 
limit  you  with  its  expectations  of  who  you 
should  be.  You  want  to  say  ‘World,  1  am 
me.’  ”  And  1  said,  “Mom. ..I  just  want  to 
fuck  guys.” 

No,  1  didn’t  really  say  that.  But,  in  a  way, 
isn’t  that  what’s  most  important  to  say? 
Above  all  aren’t  1  gay  because  I’m  simply 
hot  for  it?  Sexual  desire  is  a  potent  bottom 
line.  Its  heart  is  the  drive  to  connect  with 
other  people  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  satisfy 
ourselves. 

No  political  program,  or  spiritual  path,  or 
set  of  medical  guidelines  is  good  enough  for 
us  if  it  doesn’t  actively  support  the  power  of 
our  horniness. 

And  yet  in  the  ’80s  we  have,  by  and 
large,  accepted  a  safe  sex  model  from  the 
medical  establishment  which  says  that  the 
safest  sex  is  no  sex.  This  is  rooted  in  the  no¬ 
tion  that  we  should  choose  what  we  do  sex¬ 
ually  based  purely  on  risk  assessment. 
Whoa!  What  about  pleasure?  What  about 
desire?  I’m  glad  they  play  a  part  in  my  sex¬ 
ual  decision-making  process. 

And  we  have  accepted  t,hese  terms  to  the 
scary  point  where  even  gqy  men  are  using 
consummately  unsexy  language  like  “mutu¬ 
al  masturbation”  and  “anal  sex.”  I’m  sorry 
but  “anal  sex”  still  sounds  to  me  like  it  must 
mean  one  queen  saying  to  the  other  “I  will 
not  give  you  a  blow  job  until  you  tidy, up  this 
roorr)  and  organize  that  bookshelf.” 

And  on  another  ’80s  front  we  have  come 
face  to  face  with  the  political  reality  that 
legislation  and  liberation  are  not  exactly  the 
same  thing. 

I  am  proud  tonight  to  be  honored  along 
with  several  individuals  and  organizations 
who  have  done  vitally  important  work  in  the 
legislative  field.  It’s  a  special  thrill  to  be  here 


with  Barney  Frank  who  has  been  a  hero  of 
mine  for  a  long  time,  and  more  now  than 
ever. 

I’m  sure  the  politicians  here  would  agree 
with  me  that  our  movement  confronts  some 
paradoxical  contradictions  in  the  very 
nature  of  law. 

As  soon  as  we  subject  our  liberation  to 
approval  or  disapproval  by  a  governmental 
body,  we  place  that  liberation  outside  our¬ 
selves. 

For  instance,  with  the  hard  work  of  so 
many  people  here  tonight,  we  won  a  gay 
rights  bill.  I  think  that’s  great.  But  when  I 
read  it  to  see  what  it  told  me  about  us  as  a 
community  1  was  heartbroken.  In  tone  and 
detail  it  emphatically  limits  the  ways  in 
which  our  state  will  consider  us  human. 

This  illustrates  once  again  that  laws  don’t, 
won’t  and  can’t  address  the  question  of  who 
we  are  as  people  and  as  a  community.  Living 
our  lives  fully  is  the  only  way  we  can  do  that. 

Now,  you  see  before  you  a  queen  who  is 
very  rarely  accused  of  patriotism.  But  there 
is  another  document,  less  legalistic,  that  I 
think  does  address  us  as  a  community. 
There’s  part  of  the  Declaration  of  In¬ 
dependence  that  gets  me  all  wet  and  sticky 
inside  whenever  I  think  about  it:  the  part 
about  inalienable  rights. 

1  love  it.  Inalienable  rights.  We,  the  peo¬ 
ple,  all  around  the  world  have  our  in¬ 
alienable  rights.  We  struggle  and  fight  to  see 
them  recognized,  but  the  magic  of  it  is  that 
every  morning  when  we  .start.  oyti  he  rights’ 
are  inherently  ours.  No  government  grants 
them.  Ours.. 

1  want  us  to  build  a  community  that 
knows  in  its  heart  its  inalienable  rights. 

For  my  part,  1  want  to  build  plays  about 
liberation  without  permission.  I  want  .to 
build  plays’about  pleasure  wiflidut'  a]VolOgv;.‘' 

And,  lord  knows,  if  1  can’t  get  a  good 
tuck  out  of  this.  I’m  in  big  trouble. 

Abe  Rybeck  is  a  Boston-based  performer, 
playwright,  and  community  activist.  He  is  a 
founding  member  of  United  Fruit  Company 
(an  affinity  group  of  radical  gay  men). 
United  Fruit  Company  theater  troupe,  and 
Safe  Company  —  a  man-to-man  hands-on 
sex  education  group. 


Making  the  connections 


By  Barbara  Smith 

When  I  left  the  chapel  at  Trinity  Church 
last  Sunday  night  after  the  memorial  service 
for  the  14  women  who  were  murdered  in 
Montreal,  I  told  my  friends,  “I’m  sick  of 
it.”  Sick  and  tired  of  going  to  memorial  ser¬ 
vices,  vigils,  wakes  and  even  demonstrations 
called  because  some  more  people  were  just 
murdered.  I’ve  done  far  too  much  of  it  late¬ 
ly. 

It  is  such  a  nightmare  that  in  the  last 
month  of  the  1980s  it  has  once  again  been 
demonstrated  that  this  society  absolutely 
sanctions  every  kind  of  violence  against 
women  up  to  and  including  our  deaths. 

When  I  got  home  that  night,  I  started 
reading  the  November  8,  post-election  day 
issue  of  the  Times  Union,  which  a  friend  had 
saved  for  me.  In  it  was  a  story  about  the 
13-year-old  girl  in  Troy  who  was  raped  and 
almost  bludgeoned  to  death  by  Lonnie  Lee 
Bolia,  a  19-year-old  male,  who  reacted  in 
this  fashion  because  she  refused  to  have  sex 
with  him.  There  was  also  a  story  about  the 
trial  of  the  “Night  Stalker,”  Richard 
Ramirez,  in  California  who  had  killed  14 
people,  I  assume  most  if  not  all  women.  The 
story  reported  that  at  his  trial  he  expressed 
not  a  shred  of  remorse. 

I  take  violence  against  women  absolutely 
seriously  and  as  an  African  American 
woman  who  has  been  a  Black  feminist  since 
1973,  I’ve  been  involved  in  organizing 
against  it  since  the  time  when  there  wasn’t  a 
single  battered  women’s  shelter  in  this  coun¬ 
try.  My  work  on  the  issue  includes  being 
centrally  involved  in  the  organizing  that 
sprung  up  in  response  to  the  murders  of 
12  Black  women  in  Boston  during  a  four- 
month  period  in  1979. 


What  frustrates  me  about  the  responses  to 
the  murders  in  Montreal,  indeed  what  total¬ 
ly  depresses  me,  is  that  most  feminists  do 
not  viscerally  feel  the  connections  between 
these  murders  and  the  murders  and  deaths 
of  everybody  else  who  is  oppressed.  Nor  do 
they  strategically  make  these  connections  in 
their  organizing.  1  needed  to  hear  women 
make  those  connections  on  Sunday  night 
and  also  at  the  gathering  at  the  Women’s 
Building  on  Sunday  afternoon. 

I  need  a  women’s  movement  that  feels 
just  as  threatened  and  just  as  furious  and 
just  as  hurt  when  Yusuf  Hawkins,  Eleanor 
Bumpurs,  Jesse  Davis  (right  here  in 
Albany),  Michael  Stewart,  Loyal  Garner,  ad 
infinitum,  are  cut  down  like  dogs  because 
they’re  Black.  I  need  a  women’s  movement 
that  knows  who  Joseph  Beam  is  and  that 
understands  what  was  lost  when  he  died  sud¬ 
denly  of  AIDS  last  December.  I  need  a 
women’s  movement  that  understands  that 
the  wholesale  murders  of  women,  men,  and 
children  in  El  Salvador  is  a  threat  not  only  to 
the  survival  of  El  Salvadorans,  but  to  our 
own.  I  need  a  women’s  movement  that  is 
just  as  irate  over  the  decimation  of  my  peo¬ 
ple  in  South  Africa  as  it  is  over  the  decima¬ 
tion  of  women  worldwide.  1  need  a  women’s 
movement  that  puts  the  infant  mortality  of 
Black  babies,  which  is  twice  that  of  white 
babies  in  this  country,  at  the  top  of  its  agen¬ 
da  right  alongside  the  issue  of  reproductive 
choice.  I  need  to  see  an  organized  feminist 
response  to  police  brutality,  which  has  taken 
on  the  proportions  of  a  war  against  people 
of  color  in  this  city  and  all  over  the  U.S.  I 
need  a  women’s  movement  that  understands 
that  poverty  and  racism,  just  like  sexism  and 


heterosexism,  do  unspeakable  violence  to 
real  human  beings. 

I  need,  in  short,  a  women’s  movement 
that  practices  multi-issued,  coalition  politics 
on  a  serious  daily  basis,  a  women’s  move¬ 
ment  that  is  ready  to  deal  with  the  full  im¬ 
plications  of  what  we,  as  Black  feminists, 
wrote  in  “The  Combahee  River  Collective 
Statement”  twelve  years  ago.  We  said: 

“The  most  general  statement  of  our 
politics  at  the  present  time  would  be  that  we 
are  actively  committed  to  struggling  against 
racial,  sexual,  heterosexual,  and  class  op¬ 
pression,  and  see  as  our  particular  task  the 
development  of  integrated  analysis  and 
practice  based  upon  the  fact  that  the  major 
systems  of  oppression  are  interlocking.  The 
synthesis  of  these  oppressions  creates  the 
conditions  of  our  lives.”* 

Believe  me,  it  does  not  dilute  our  rage  to 
extend  it  to  every  manifestation  of  a 
dysfunctional  and  people-hating  system.  In 
fact,  it  strengthens  it.  We  have  got  to  make 
these  connections  and  act  on  them  if  we  are 
ever  going  to  revolutionize  this  society  into 
one  that  is  fit  for  all  human  life.  We  have  got 
to  make  these  connections  if  we  are  ever  go¬ 
ing  to  make  the  vision  of  feminism  real. 

*The  Combahee  River  Collective  State¬ 
ment:  Black  Feminist  Organizing  in  the 
Seventies  and  Eighties.  Kitchen  Table: 
Women  of  Color  Press,  Latham,  NY, 
©1986,  p.9. 

Barbara  Smith  is  the  publisher  of  Kitchen 
Table:  Women  of  Color  Press  and  a 
member  of  the  A  Ibany  Feminist  A  ction  Net¬ 
work. 
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CITY  LIFE  /  VIDA  URBAN  A 


INDIGO  Where  Women  Meet  Women 

THURS.  DEC  28,  9PM 

PATTY  LARKIN 

ONE  SHOW,  $12.00 


8th  ANNUAL 
Fiesta  de  Ano  Nuevo 
NEW  YEAR’S  EVE  PARTY 

SUNDAY,  DECEMBER  31st 
9  PM  to  .... 


DEC  30,  8PM 

DESERT  HEARTS 

Featuring  Jess  Leary,  Wendy  Sobel  and  Sally  Sweitzer 
$6.50,  Includes  Club  Admission 


NEW  YEARS  EVE 
TICKETS  ON  SALE  NOW 


COMING  SOON 
SARA  DASH  (formerly  of  LA  BELLE) 
BOSTON  WOMEN  S  MUSICAL  COMPETITION 
RACHE  ALPERT 


E323  Main  Street,  Cambridge,  MA  021 33  (617)  43'7-‘7200 


INDIGO's  Hours:  Thursday 4PM-2AM  (no  cover)  •  Friday  4PM-EAN*  •  Saturday  SPM-EAM 


BOSTON’S  ONLY  CLUB  FOR  WOMEN 


JAMAICA  PLAIN  FIREHOUSE 
659  CENTRE  ST 

C  JAMAICA  PLAIN 

$10  ENTRANCE 


cash  bar ;  food 
info:  524-3541 


I  Crones’  Harvest,  Boston’s  new  lesbian 
retail  store  opens  for  sales 
December  17,  1989 
Come  and  join  us  with 
our  opening  events: 

December  27  Gail  Ulrich,  herbalist  8  p.m. 

“Grandmother’s  Herbal  Medicine  Chest’’ 
December  29  Coffeehouse  7:30  p.m. 


761  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  (617)  983-9530; 
TTY-TTD  (617)  983-9529 
All  events  $5  at  the  door 
All  events  wheelchair-accessible 
and  most  ASL-interpreted. 


1*550*WOMIV 

BOSTON'S  ONLY  LESBIAN  1  ON  1  LINE 
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ACCOMMODATIONS 

ADMIRAL'S  LANDING 
GUEST  HOUSE 
(OPEN  YR  RND) 

158  Bradford  Street 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(508)  487-9665  Brochure 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)  267  2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

JAMES  F.  LEATH,  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA 
Porter  Square  T 
(617)  628-9547 

ALCOHOUDRUG 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
332  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  021 15 
(617)  267-0900 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public 
Accountant 
126  State  St. 

Boston,  MA  02109 
(617)523-1060 

BICYCLES 

FERRIS  WHEELS 
Bicycle  Shop 
64  South  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  522-7082 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 
SCHOOL 
351  Broadway, 
Cambridge 
(617)  868-3392 
T,W,F,Sat  10-6  Th  12-8 
Repai  rs/Parts/Work- 
space 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY 
BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  267-3010 

LIBERATION  BOOK 
CLUB 

PO  Box  453 
South  Norwalk,  CT 
06856 

National  gay  &  lesbian 
book  club 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN'S 
BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political 
Struggle,  South  Africa, 
Central  America, 

Gay  &  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)522-1464 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA  02143 
(617)  628-9547 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1100  Massachusetts 
Ave. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)  641-2510 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  266-8584 

DR  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)232-7200 

CLEANING  SERVICES 

ARTHUR  S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 
Commercial  & 
Residential 
Boston  and  Suburbia 
Upper  and  Lower 
Cape  Cod 

24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-800-202-8629  (10  Min. 
Response) 

Tel.  (508)  295-6340 
Excellent  References 
I  DO  WINDOWS  TOO! 

EARLE  III  INC. 

Building  Maintenance 
General  Cleaning 
Residential  and 
Commercial 
Call  Buddy 
(617)354-1706 

HOUSECLEANING  AT 
ANY  TIME 
Fair  rates.  Call  Mark 
(617)  567-6736 
Residential  or 
Commercial 
Windows  included! 


ANDOVER 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Matison, 

L. I.C.S.W. 

(508)  475-6950 
Insurance  accepted 

ARADIA  COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)247-4861 

BACK  BAY 
COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St. 

Suite  109 
Boston,  MA  02146 
(617)  739-7860 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 
186Vs  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-4488 

STEPHEN 

HARRINGTON, 

M. A. 

6  Bigelow  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  491-0968 
Counseling  for  lesbians 
&  gay  men 

individuals  &  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist 
psychotherapy 
collective 
240A  Elm  St., 

Davis  Square 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  776-9232 

MAREA  MURRAY. 

LICSW 

Kenmore  Healing  Arts 
(617)  267-6525 
Recovery/ACOA,  HIV/ 

AIDS  issues,  gay/les¬ 
bian  sexuality 

SOUTH  END 
COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY,  INC. 

20  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA 
(617)  661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 

COLLECTIVE 

60 Vs  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge.  MA  02138 

(617)876-8438 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD 
BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAULGROIPEN 
DR.  KIRK  BANKHEAD 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA 
790  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02199 
(617)  353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 

CENTER 

Dog  Behavior 

Specialists 

Medford,  MA 

(617)  395-9084 

EATING  DISORDERS 

VALERY  ROCKWELL, 
M.Ed. 

Anorexia,  Bulimia, 
Compulsive  Eating 
Ongoing  group  for 
lesbians  and  bisexual 
women. 

Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)  492-7843 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 

Complimentary 

consultation 

Computer  electrology 

specialist 

Central  Square, 

Cambridge 

(617)497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 
12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 
Watertown  Square,  MA 
(617)  926-4289 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 
Holistic  Health  Referral 
Service 

Psychotherapy, 
Bodywork,  Movement, 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Counseling 

(617)  266-8122  M-Th,  12-7 


16  Haviland  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(Medical  Center  and  HIV 
Outpatient  Clinic: 
267-7573)  and 
93  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(Mental  Health, 
Research,  Community 
Services:  267-0900) 

FEMINIST  HEALTH 
CENTER 

OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 
Portsmouth,  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 
STD  clinic  for  men  and 
women 

Mon.  eves.:  free  anon., 
HIV  counseling  & 
testing 

THE  CAMBRIDGE 
HOSPITAL 

MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 
Offering  sensitive  well- 
woman  midwifery  and 
gynecological  care 
1493  Cambridge  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
Call  (617)  498-1660  for 
appt. 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
142  Berkeley  St. 
at  Columbus  Ave. 

(617)  247-7555 
A  gay  physician 
specializing  in 
health  care  for  the  gay 
&  lesbian  community 
HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly, 
monthly  and  special 
occasions 
(617)  776-2271 

INFORMATION 

BISEXUAL 
INFORMATION 
SWITCHBOARD 
Local  and  international 
information  on  health, 
bars,  and  events. 

Call  11  PM-2  AM,  (215) 
634-2090 

INSURANCE 

J.J.  BODNER 
INSURANCE 
552  Columbus  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9400 
Servicing  all  your 
insurance  needs. 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 
Congress  St. 

PO  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY 
241  Washington  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)731-1015 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 
Lawrence,  MA  01840 
(508)  683-7676 

INTERIOR  DESIGN 

CITY-LINE  DESIGN 
Carpentry,  paint  & 
space  planning.  Small 
jobs  a  specialty. 
(617)491-5567 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS 
GUILD 

Lawyers  Referral 
Service 
(617)  227-7008 
M-F  1-5pm. 

ATTORNEY  FRANK  H. 

MICKELSON 

8  Faneuil  Hall 

Marketplace 

5th  FI.  Loft 

Boston.  MA 

(617)  367-0414 

MACROBIOTICS 

Wholesome,  well- 
balanced,  delicious 
macrobiotic  meals. 

Also,  special  diets  for 

life-threatening 

illnesses. 

Delivery/references.  Call 
Mary  (617)  277-8087. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH 
CLUB 

Swedish,  Japanese, 
Esalen 

220  Huntington  Ave. 
(617)  262-1000,  x  298, 
M-Sat..  12-7 

BETH  WALSH.  C.M.T. 
Sports  massage,  pain 
relief,  relaxation 
techniques. 

(617)  623-7258. 

PAINTING 

LORI  EATON 
Interior  Painting 
Quality  work  at 
reasonable  rates. 

Call  for  estimate 
(617)  536-5569 


TERRI  SANDERS 
Specializing  in  the  Fine 
Restoration  of  Older 
Homes 

Interior/Exterior 

Insured 

Call  (617)  661-6089 
for  Estimate 


PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio,  Barry 
Wing,  Janet  Deegan 
726  Centre  St.  Jamaica 
Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  TIKVA 

Boston's  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  11 

Cambridge,  MA  02238 
Events  phone: 

(617)  782-8894 

METROPOLITAN 
COMMUNITY  CHURCH 
OF  BOSTON 
131  Cambridge  St.,  near 
Gov’t.  Ctr.,  Sunday 
Worship  7  PM.  Open  to 
all.  A  church  of  the 
Lesbian  and  Gay 
Community,  437-0420 

ST.  PAUL'S  WESTERN 
ORTHODOX  CHURCH 
351  Boylston  St.,  Boston 
(617)  227-5794 
Mass,  every  Sun. 

5:30  PM 

Serving  the  Gay  & 
Lesbian  Community 

UNITARIAN 
UNIVERSALIST 
Congregation  at  the  1st 
Church  of  Roxbury  — 
Sun.  11  AM  Service  — 
(617)445-1277 
at  Center,  Roxbury  & 
Dudley  Sts.,  Roxbury 
Crossing  T  stop 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 
12  LaGrange  St. 
in  Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

RETAIL 

CRONES'  HARVEST 
761  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  983-9530 
TTY-TDD  9529 
M-F  10-7,  Sa.  10-10, 

Su.  12-6 


TANNING 

THE  TAN  MAN 
416  West  Broadway 
S.  Boston,  MA 
(617)  268-0866 
plenty  of  free  parking 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
(617)  482-2900 

T  SHIRTS 

WARREN  DAGLEY 
T  Shirts  and  More 
PO  Box  405 
Rockport,  MA  01966 
(508)  546-7252 

TYPESETTING 

GAY  COMMUNITY 
NEWS  TYPESETTING 
SERVICE 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  426-4469  or 
contact  Wayne: 

(617)  353-1925 

UPHOLSTERERS 

SMART  BEAR 
Upholstered  furniture 
repair/restoration 
82  Main  St. 

Gloucester,  Mass. 

(508)  283-7765 

WOMEN’S 

NIGHTCLUBS 

INDIGO  —  A  Club  for 

Women 

823  Main  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  497-7200 
Th.  4  PM-2  AM.  F  4  PM-2 
AM,  Sat.  9  PM-2  AM 


ROTC 

Continued  from  page  I 
come  tumbling  down.” 

The  faculty  vote  is  the  first  climax  of  a 
four-year  struggle  over  the  fate  of  the 
ROTC  here.  In  1987,  the  Board  of  Regents 
itself  acknowledged  that  the  program  was  in 
violation  of  both  state  laws  and  university 
policies  against  discrimination.  The  debate 
has  also  been  peppered  at  times  by  those 
who  oppose  an  ROTC  presence  on  campus 
for  additional  reasons,  including  the  low 
academic  credentials  of  most  of  the  pro¬ 
gram’s  instructors,  the  military’s  philosoph¬ 
ical  opposition  to  critical  inquiry,  and  the 
appropriate  role  of  the  University  in  suppor¬ 
ting  U.S.  foreign  policy. 

However,  Olneck  warned  that  attempts  to 
identify  FADIUP  with  other  anti-ROTC 
groups  ‘‘would  be  a  mistake  and  would  con¬ 
tribute  to  our  defeat.”  He  said  that  the 
coalition  of  faculty  was  a  delicate  one  since 
most  of  the  members  have  opposed  the 
ROTC  solely  because  of  the  program’s  dis¬ 
criminatory  policies. 

Claudia  Card,  professor  of  Philosophy 
and  Women’s  Studies  and  the  other 
FADIUP  co-chair,  told  GCN ,  “As  long  as 
heterosexual  men  are  trained  in  the  use  of 
weapons  —  to  be  killers  —  it’s  important 
that  women  and  gay  men  have  that  access, 
too.”  She  added,  “Many  gay  men,  of 
course,  get  the  training  by  lying.” 

Other  anti-ROTC  campaigns  lifted  by  vote 

The  Wisconsin  vote  has  stepped  up  ef¬ 
forts  by  several  other  schools  to  end  ROTC 
discrimination.  At  the  University  of  Min¬ 
nesota,  student  government  leaders  expect  a 
rise  in  momentum  in  their  attempt  to  push  a 
similar  resolution  through  the  Faculty/Stu¬ 
dent  Senate.  In  November,  as  a  substitute 
for  the  resolution,  the  Senate  called  on 
university  head  Leonard  Kuhi  to  coordinate 
lobbying  efforts  against  national  military 
policy  with  the  Minnesota  congressional 
delegation. 

At  Dartmouth  University,  activists  said 
the  vote  will  add  weighted  a  Nov.  19  student 
government  resolution  that  opposed  the 
school’s  affiliation  with  agencies  that 
violate  Dartmouth’s  equal  opportunity 
clauses  for  employment,  which  include  pro¬ 
visions.,  prohibiting  discrimination  on  the 
basis  of  sexual  orientation.  Because  the 
resolution  specifically  targeted  only  CIA 
recruitment,  activists  will  now  push  for  an 
amendment  that  specifies  the  ROTC  as  well. 

Progressives  at  the  University  of  Iowa 
have  also  gained  ammunition  in  their  battle 
with  the  administration,  which  overruled  a 
September  vote  by  the  Law  School  academic 
committee  recommending  the  prohibition 
of  recruitment  at  the  school  by  U.S.  military 
agencies  that  discriminate  on  the  basis  of 
sexual  orientation. 

At  Yale  University,  where  the  faculty 
voted  in  1968  not  to  allow  credit  for  ROTC 
courses,  the  Lesbian,  Gay  and  Bisexual  Co¬ 
op  is  celebrating  the  Wisconsin  victory  as 
well.  Army  and  Air  Force  representatives 
are  currently  pushing  for  a  partial  reversal 
of  the  1968  vote,  and  another  proposal  that 
would  allow  ROTC  courses  to  be  taught  on 
campus.  Cadets  must  now  travel  one  hour 
away  to  the  University  of  Connecticut, 
Storrs,  to  take  courses  for  the  first  two  years 
of  the  program. 

In  addition,  the  Wisconsin  vote  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  increase  public  support  for 
Miriam  Ben-Shalom  of  Milwaukee,  who  is 
appealing  her  anti-discrimination  suit  to  the 
Supreme  Court  after  an  August  decision  by 
a  U.S.  Federal  Court  of  Appeals  in  Chicago. 
The  appellate  court  overruled  a  January 
decision  by  U.S.  District  Judge  Myron  L. 
Gordon  against  the  Army  (see  GCN ,  Sept. 
10,  1989),  which  discharged  Ben-Shalom  in 
1976  after  she  told  newspaper  reporters  that 
she  is  a  lesbian.  □ 

PWA 

Continued  from  page  I 

son  [with  HIV]  could  sit  and  deteriorate,” 
said  McDonald.  In  addition  to  greater  ac¬ 
cess  to  medical  care,  McDonald  argued  that 
there  is  a  greater  pressure  put  on  "follow¬ 
up”  within  the  federal  prison  system,  so  that 
prisoners  with  HIV  infection  are  “monitor¬ 
ed  on  a  regular  basis.” 

□  filed  from  Boston 

Bashing 

Continued  from  page  3 

him,  and  returned  his  backpack,  which  had 
been  torn,  a  guard  pushed  him  down  a  flight 
of  stairs  and  out  the  back  door  of  the  store. 

The  protest  against  Jordan  Marsh  was 
scheduled  on  Dec.  21  at  5:30  in  order  to 
coincide  with  after-work  Christmas  shopp¬ 
ing.  Organizers  said  that  the  protesters 
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demanded:  financial  restitution  to  Ar- 
mistead  in  a  satisfactory  amount;  an  im¬ 
mediate,  public  apology;  termination  of  all 
security  guards  involved  in  the  incident;  an 
apology  to  the  gay  community  and  to  the 
AIDS-affected  community;  a  donation 
to  a  gay  or  AIDS  organization;  and  sen¬ 
sitivity  training  for  all  Jordan  Marsh  per¬ 
sonnel  through  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 

Speaker’s  Bureau.  x 

Openly  gay  Boston  City  Councilor  Da^id 
Scondras  told  GCN ,  “These  are  really  sick 
things  these  guards  are  saying.  If  this  is  true, 
and  if  Jordan  Marsh  does  not  answer  these 
charges  within  a  reasonable  period  of  time, 
then  it’s  time  to  call  for  a  boycott  of  the 
store.” 

This  is  not  the  first  time  that  Jordan 
Marsh  security  has  been  involved  in  a 
homophobic  incident.  According  to  at¬ 
torney  Howard  Freeman,  on  May  11,  1987, 
his  client,  a  gay  man,  was  trying  on  make-up 
at  a  public  display  at  the  Revlon  counter, 
when  he  was  seized  by  two  security  guards, 
John  Merles  and  Odis  Felder,  who  threw 
him  on  the  ground,  cuffed  him,  and  threw 
him  through  a  door,  breaking  his  tooth.  The 
man,  Robert  Brophy,  filed  suit.  Although 
depositions  have  been  taken,  no  court  date 
has  been  set.  Brophy  also  filed  a  complaint 
with  the  Boston  Human  Rights  Commis¬ 
sion,  which  has  offered  no  ruling  as  of  yet. 
Freeman  told  GCN  that  it  is  not  at  all 
unusual  for  a  civil  suit  to  take  five  dr  six 
years  to  get  through  the  courts. 

When  asked  by  GCN  whether  the  two 
security  guards  involved  with  the  Brophy  in¬ 
cident  still  work  at  the  store,  a  Jordan 
Marsh  employee  identified  John  Merles  as 
the  head  of  security  and  Felder  as  the  assis¬ 
tant  head  of  security.  According  to  Free¬ 
man,  that  means  both  have  been  promoted 
while  the  Brophy  case  is  pending.  Merles  did 
not  return  GCA/’s  phone  calls. 

Scondras  plans  to  meet  with  Jordan 
Marsh  Vice  President  Robert  Kegan  to 
discuss  Jordan  Marsh’s  training  process, 
anti-discrimination  policies,  and  grievance 
procedures  for  customers.  □ 

The  Fenway’s  Victim  Recovery  Program 
is  available  to  anyone  to  discuss  harassment 
or  violence  they  have  experienced  based  on 
his  or  her  sexual  orientation  or  perceived 
sexual  orientation.  For  more  information, 
contact  Steve  LeBlanc  at  267-0900. 

Frozen  funds 

Continued  from  page  3 

know  how  much  or  how  much  FEMA  will 
reimburse  us  for  medical  costs  —  50  cents  on 
the  dollar,  or  99  or  2.”  She  also  cited  confu¬ 
sion  about  how  much  of  the  Proposition  99 
money,  mandated  for  county  health  costs, 
will  be  available  for  AIDS.  “There  are  18 
different  categories  of  Prop  99  funds,  with 
different  restrictions  on  each,  and  the  state 
guidelines  are  still  unclear.”  Still,  Wilkins 
supports  the  reduced  funding  for  AIDS  pro¬ 
grams.  “It’s  better  to  commit  a  smaller 
amount  than  to  start  something  and  have  to 
stop  it  because  you  can’t  pay  for  it,”  she 
said. 

The  almost  certain  reduction  in  city  funds 
is  the  third  major  setback  local  AIDS  service 
organizations  have  suffered  because  of  the 
quake.  Many  organizations  suffered  physi¬ 
cal  damage  in  the  quake  itself,  and  it  is  fur¬ 
ther  estimated  that  $200,000  was  lost  in 
cancelled  benefits  as  a  result  of  the  quake. 
In  addition,  all  Bay  Area  AIDS  organiza¬ 
tions  have  seen  dramatic  drops  in  fourth 
quarter  donations,  usually  the  largest  of  the 
year.  □ 

Officials 
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Francisco  is  encouraging  and  emphasized 
that  decisive  social  change  rarely  occurs  on 
the  first  attempt.  Some  offered  explanations 
for  the  recent  defeat,  saying  that  the  western 
portion  of  San  Francisco  is  much  like  mid¬ 
dle  class  America  and  that  the  measure  lost 
among  moderate  voters.  Although  the  gay 
and  lesbian  turnout  for  the  vote  was  higher 
than  usual,  it  could  have  been  improved. 
Also,  outreach  to  communities  of  color, 
particularly  the  Asian  and  Black  com¬ 
munities,  was  minimal.  Finally,  some  peo¬ 
ple  felt  that  the  opposition  to  the  domestic 
partners  law,  and  the  other  gay-  and  AIDS- 
related  measures,  wasn’t  taken  seriously 
enough. 

Californians,  however,  were  quick  to 
point  out  that  there  is  still  strong  support  for 
the  measure  on  San  Francisco’s  Board  of 
Supervisors,  which  unanimously  passed  the 
legislation  last  spring.  □ 
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GCN  asks  fags  and  dykes  around  the  land 
what  they  remember  about  the  eighties  and 


what  they  see  coming... 


What  were  the  most  im¬ 


portant  or  impressive  iss¬ 
ues/events  of  the  last 
decade  for  the  commu¬ 
nity/communities  you 
identify  with? 


Simon  Nkoli  Weekend  events),  direct  action 
and  writings  (particularly  Black/Out , 
Chrystos’  Not  Vanishing,  Gloria 
Anzaldua’s  Borderlands/La  Frontera  and 
Joe  Beam’s  In  the  Life.) 

—  Ana  Ortiz 

One  way  to  look  at  the  ’Eighties  is  in  the 
Fag  Rag  weekly  mail.  At  the  start  of  the 
decade  we  were  buried  in  poetry.  We  read  it 
all  aloud,  each  week,  wanting  to  give  at  least 
one  outloud  voice  to  every  poem  the  poet 
had  the  guts  (gall?)  to  submit.  Some  was 

See  Issues,  page  10 

What  was  the  most  im¬ 
portant  issue/event  for 
you  personally? 


Personally,  my  own  diagnosis.  Two  as¬ 
pects  —  coming  to  grips  with  being  diag¬ 
nosed  with  AIDS  and  really  being  able  to 
counter  the  lie  put  by  the  dominant  media 
that  AIDS  is  about  dying  and  realizing  that 
it’s  about  living. 

Another  impact  was  coming  out  to  my 
family  as  a  person  with  AIDS.  It’s  like  com¬ 
ing  out  all  over  again,  there  are  the  same  sort 
of  aspects.  If  I  don’t  define  myself  and  who 
I  am,  somebody  else  will  do  it  for  me.  Com¬ 
ing  to  grips  with  AIDS  is  about  defining  my¬ 
self  to  my  family  as  a  person  living  with 
AIDS  instead  of  as  someone  lying  sickly  in  a 
hospital  bed  with  tubes  coming  out  of  my 


Meeting  my  lover. 


—  Arawn  Eibhlvn 


The  same  thing  it’s  always  been  —  my 
feeling  about  how  wonderful  it  is  to  be  a  les¬ 
bian,  in  spite  of  all  the  odds  that  are  against 
me  as  a  lesbian,  as  a  woman,  as  a  Black  per¬ 
son.... 

—  Cheryl  Clarke 


choices,  beyond  the  constraints  that  felt  so 
real  at  the  time.  After  having  sex  with  Leroi, 
for  the  first  time  in  many  years  I  had  the 
feeling  that  I  could  be  happy.  It  was  one  of 
the  most  revolutionary  moments  of  my  life. 

—  Marc  Stein 

Learning  ways  of  being  dragged  about  by 
the  police  while  maintaining  my  innate  style 
and  charm. 

—  Read  Weaver 

I  came  to  the  U.S.  [from  the  Soviet 
Union]  in  1981 ,  and  came  out  as  a  lesbian  a 
year  later.  That  would  have  to  be  the  high¬ 
light  of  the  decade  for  me. 

—  Masha  Gessen 

The  separate  parts  of  my  life  —  writer, 
AIDS  activist,  ex-sex  industry  worker,  and 
lesbian  —  started  to  not  have  to  be  so  segre¬ 
gated.  Suddenly  there  was  a  way  1  could  for- 

See  Personal,  page  1 1 

What’s  the  queerest 
thing  you  did  in  the  ’80s? 


m 


The  1987  March  on  Washington  drew  700,000 
queers,  though  the  event  was  ignored  by  the 
straight  press. 

Emergence  of  bisexual  community. 

Breaking  silence  around  incest  and  seeing 
others  do  that  also. 

The  Virginia  LaLonde  case. 

—  Sharon  Gonsalves 

AIDS  and  sex.  In  particular,  the  porn  de¬ 
bates,  the  debates  over  the  closing  of  the 
bathhouses  in  San  Francisco,  and  the  emer¬ 
gence  and  mobilization  of  sexual  minority 
communities,  especially  the  leather  commu¬ 
nity. 

—  Gayle  Rubin 

Without  question,  the  most  important 
event  for  me  took  place  in  the  summer  of 
1982.  Two  weeks  after  trying  to  kill  myself 
(and  almost  succeeding),  1  was  kissing  a 
beautiful  man  in  my  hometown  in  New 
York.  What  I  hadn’t  seen  when  I  attempted 
suicide  was  that  I  could  make  radical 


I’ve  done  a  lot  of  queer  things  in  the  ’80s 
if  you  define  queer  as  being  out  and  open.  I 
was  on  People  are  Talking  twice,  once  about 
gender  issues  and  once  about  gay  youth.  But 
then  again,  I  do  something  queer  every  day 
just  by  getting  up  and  putting  on  make  up! 

—  Sterling  Stowed 

I  thought  we  were  supposed  to  stop  doing 
queer  things!  I  queered  out  in  the  ’70s. 
Didn’t  everyone  stop  doing  that  in  the  ’80s? 

—  T.R.  Wit  omsk  i 

I  have  made  out  in  all  26  states  where 
sodomy  is  illegal. 

—  Martin  Hiraga 

1  would  say  the  queerest  and  most  self- 
affirming  thing  1  did  in  the  ’80’s  was  chang¬ 
ing  sex.  This  isn’t  something  I’d  recommend 
to  everybody  in  the  community,  but  when 
it’s  called  for  it  needs  to  be  addressed.  It’s 
worked  for  me. 

—  Charlene  Mann 

Honey,  everything  I  did  was  queer.  I  have 
a  horror  of  ever  being  perceived  as  a  hetero 
in  any  way.  Whenever  I  go  out  I  wear  a  flow¬ 
er  in  my  hair  or  the  longest  earring  in  sight 
because  I  would  never  want  the  horrible 
mistake  of  being  thought  a  hetero. 

—  Harry  Hay 

Became  a  sperm  runner  for  a  lesbian  who 
was  trying  to  get  pregnant.  Wrote  lesbian 
erotica.  Learned  about/started  practicing 
safer  sex.  Got  tested  for  HIV. 

Most  Bi  thing  I  did:  Spent  a  year  and  a 
half  involved  in  two  relationships  —  one 
with  a  man,  one  with  a  woman. 

—  Sharon  Gonsalves 

When  I  was  in  the  hospital  and  would 
leave  my  room,  I  left  little  notes  on  my  chart 
saying  “The  dyke  is  in  the  cafeteria.” 

—  Carrie  Dearborn 

In  the  sense  of  a  common  experience 
shared  by  most  gay  men,  the  queerest  thing  1 
did  was  in  1984:  cruising  the  Ramrod,  get¬ 
ting  together  a  pick-up  orgy  of  eight  and 
spending  the  night  fucking  myself  to  ecs¬ 
tasy.  After  fortifying  myself  with  Bloody 
Marys  at  noon  on  Sunday,  I  managed  to 
make  it  to  the  opera,  in  full  leather,  before 
3:00  only  to  be  transported  to  bliss  all  over 
again  by  the  divine  Shirley  Verrett  singing 
Aida. 

—  Michael  Bronski 

1  forgot  that  I  was  a  Harvard  lawyer  and 
that  I  was  earning  a  good  salary  working  in 
the.corporate  world  and  decided  to  join  the 
movement  full  time  and  devote  my  life  to  it. 

—  Tim  McFeeley 

My  personal  pinnacle  of  queerness  was 
probably  in  1981  when  I  graduated  from 


The  1987  March  on  Washington  for  the 
community  in  general.  I  think  it  was  very 
important  for  mobilizing  people  and  gener¬ 
ating  energy  for  political  work  and  action.... 

AIDS,  of  course,  has  altered  the  fabric  of 
our  community  and  our  understanding  of 
what  it  means  to  be  lesbian  or  gay. 

The  coalition  between  Black  lesbians  and 
gays  formed  to  work  on  AIDS  is  very  impor¬ 
tant. 

The  development  and  burgeoning  of  or¬ 
ganizing  and  culture  of  lesbians  and  gay 
men  of  color  has  been  incredibly  important 
for  me  and  for  the  community  as  a  whole. 
Although  there  were  some  visible  Black  les¬ 
bian  feminist  writers  in  the  ’70s,  we  saw  a 
surge  of  writing  from  Black  gay  men  during 
this  decade. 

—  Barbara  Smith 

The  founding  of  GALLAN,  the  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Labor  Activists  Network....  The 
communities  I  identify  with  are  the  gay  and 
lesbian  and  labor  communities.  I’ve  been  in 
both  of  those  communities  —  unconnected 
—  and  now  I  don’t  have  to  anymore. 

—  Susan  Moir 

In  addition  to  minor  uprisings  like  ACT 
UP’s  demos  against  the  FDA  (for  faster 
drug  approval),  Burroughs-Wellcome  (for 
AZT  price  gouging),  and  the  Church  (for 
making  “condom”  a  dirty  word),  there  was 
the  truly  tumultuous  uproar  when  we  learn¬ 
ed  Diana  Ross  never  let  the  other  Supremes 
wear  the  same  perfume  she  did. 

—  Michael  Musto 

The  world  was  permanently  transformed 
in  the  aftermath  of  the  Marcos  dictatorship 
in  1986,  especially  when  Imelda  Marcos,  a 
woman  known  as  a  conspirator  to  one  of  the 
most  flagrant  tyrants  of  the  decade,  was  re¬ 
vealed  to  be  a  little  shoe  fiend  —  just  like  the 
rest  of  us,  only  a  bit  more  aggressive. 

—  Karin  Aguilar-San  Juan 

Supporting  pro-choice  and  more  accep¬ 
tance  of  diversity  by  lesbians  and  the  aban¬ 
donment  of  the  concept  of  being  politically 
incorrect. 

By  diversity,  I  mean  lesbians  who  are  in 
strong  support  of  pro-choice,  more  compas¬ 
sion  for  gay  men,  services  to  the  AIDS  com¬ 
munity,  moving  away  from  alcohol,  an  in¬ 
terest  in  lesbian  books  and  literature  like 
Lesbian  Ethics  and  the  establishment  of  Kit¬ 
chen  Table  Press. 

The  new  spirituality  tied  to  the  earth  and 
the  new  separatism  based  on  bonding 
among  women. 

—  Dorothy  Hoogterp 

The  Reagan  presidency,  in  general,  and 
the  horrible  effect  it’s  had  on  most  of  the 
things  I  care  about. 

—  Gary  Daffin 

The  lesbian  sex  revolution,  Eastern 
Europe,  Lynn  Griffis. 

—  Susie  Bright 

My  list  of  issues  is  like  everyone  else’s: 
racism,  woman-hating,  AIDS.  But  gay  men 
giving  up  abundant  and  easy  sex  has  been  a 
sore  loss. 

—  Read  Weaver 

The  adoption  of  an  anti-homophobia  po¬ 
sition  by  a  major  organization  struggling  for 
Puerto  Rican  independence  (Movimiento  de 
Libcracion  Nacional). 

The  continued  building  of  movement  by 
lesbians  and  gay  men  of  color  through  or¬ 
ganizations,  coalition  building  (such  as  the 


Lesbians  continuing  to  fight  for  reproductive 
freedom  were  joined  by  gay  men  as  Reagan,  Bush 
and  the  Supreme  Court  gutted  abortion  rights 


college  in  drag.  I  had  this  beautiful  green 
pinstripe  suit  and  my  father’s  tie  —  and  I 
haven’t  had  the  guts  to  wear  it  since! 

—  Alison  Bechdel 

Be  the  first  lesbian-feminist  porn  reviewer 
for  Penthouse. 

—  Susie  Bright 

Licking  a  friend’s  cum  off  another 
friend’s  belly. 

—  Read  Weaver 

When  I  wrote  an  entire  edition  of  Next 
magazine  on  safe  sex  that  was  absolutely 
almost  imbued  with  my  own  sexual  fantasies 
and  proclivities  to  an  obscene  degree.  It  was 
like  I  wrote  smut  —  and  loved  it! 

—  Steve  Rose 

1  survived!  Jesse  Helms,  William  Danne- 
meyer,  Jerry  Falwell,  Phyllis  Schlafly  all 
sort  of  sat  on  the  sidelines  when  AIDS  came 
and  hoped  that  every  queer  would  drop 

See  Queerest  thing,  page  1 1 

What  do  you  see 
yourself  doing  in  the 


Continuing  to  write  poetry  and  continu¬ 
ing  to  develop  the  lesbian  aesthetic  in  the 
context  of  that  poetry. 

Continuing  to  be  out  and  exploring  what 
that  means  on  a  day-to-day  basis. 

Continuing  to  be  engaged  in  a  process  of 
being  an  anti-racist  Black  lesbian  and  an 
anti-sexist  Black  lesbian.  Continuing  to  be 
involved  with  those  people  that  will  keep  me 
honest  in  those  respects  —  the  progressive 
gay  and  lesbian  community  as  well  as  the 
progressive  community  in  general. 

Not  becoming  isolated  or  smug  and  com¬ 
placent,  which  is  sometimes  hard  not  to  do. 

—  Cheryl  Clarke 

Fighting  for  the  rights  of  all  the  com¬ 
munities  I  belong  to:  the  Asian  community, 
the  gay  community,  people  with  AIDS  and 
ARC.  And  fighting  for  those  communities 
that  1  would  like  to  ally  myself  with:  the  deaf 
community,  people  of  color.  And  fighting 
for  the  recognition  of  addiction  as  a  disease. 

—  Martin  Hiraga 

In  the  ’90’s  1  will:  find  a  woman  lover  who 
can  handle  non-monogamy  and  lingerie;  not 
have  a  baby. 

—  Sharon  Gonsalves 


Raising  my  first  child. 


—  Susie  Bright 


I  feel  like  I’m  really  at  a  crossroads.  I 
think  I  could  become  a  politely  identified 
queer  in  politics.  I  can  see  myself  using  my 
token  qualities  to  the  best  of  their  abilities 
and  working  both  sides  of  the  fence  —  con¬ 
tinuing  to  have  an  activist/advocate  point  of 
view  but  talking  through  a  politely  articulate 
voice.  Before  it  was  about  being  the  nigger 
who  sat  on  the  stoop.  So  I  figure  that  now 
I’m  in  the  kitchen.  I’m  not  sure  if  the  ’90s 
means  I’m  going  to  be  allowed  in  the  rest  of 
the  house.... 

I  want  to  look  more  clearly  at  prison 
stuff. 

1  want  to  work  to  make  this  disease 
[AIDS]  more  of  a  management  thing  for 


everybody,  not  just  white  men  with  bucks. 
I’m  also  thinking  about  ways  to  help  myself 
and  others  deal  with  the  loss. 

—  Veneita  Porter 

Fighting  against  ageism  and  ableism  in  the 
lesbian  and  other  communities. 

—  Dorothy  Hoogterp 

Looking  back  on  all  the  wonderful  press 
clippings  I  amassed  in  the  ’80s.  Also,  relax¬ 
ing  with  Dennis  Weaver. 

—  Michael  Musto 

...like  the  French  Resistance,  we  need  to 
find  the  ways  and  means  to  catch  the  news 
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Do  you  have  any  queer 
predictions  for  the  ’90s? 

Dolly  Parton  will  come  out  on  Johnny 
Carson. 

The  Michigan  Womyn’s  Music  Festival 
will  move  to  the  Lower  East  Side  and  I  will 
go. 

Lesbian  and  gay  marriages  will  be  legaliz¬ 
ed.  Department  stores  will  be  stumped  as  to 
who  to  put  on  the  bridal  register. 

A  pro-democracy  movement  will  develop 
in  the  U.S. 

—  Liz  Galst 

Undoubtedly,  some  cure  has  to  be  found 
before  my  T-4  cells  get  any  lower.  I’ll  be  first 
in  line  for  that  and  then  we’ll  all  go  back  to 
the  baths  and  do  those  queer  things  we 
didn’t  do  in  the  ’80s. 

—  T.R.  Witomski 

The  medical  system  will  completely  col¬ 
lapse  and  people’s  health  will  improve  dra¬ 
matically. 

—  Read  Weaver 

There  will  be  a  queer  in  the  cabinet. 
Something  outrageous  is  going  to  happen. 
Some  landmark  legislation  will  be  passed,  I 
hope. 

There  will  be  a  lot  more  organizing  in  peo¬ 
ple  of  color  communities.  More  interna¬ 
tional  linking,  at  least  in  this  hemisphere. 

GCN  will  begin  to  pay  writers! 

A  story  will  break  that  Dan  Quayle  had 
sex  with  a  boy. 

—  Colin  Robinson 

If  AIDS  has  done  nothing  else,  it  has 
brought  into  the  open  a  number  of  gay  art¬ 
ists,  performers,  and  media  stars  who  would 
never  have  come  out.  It  would  be  nice  to 
predict  that  in  the  1990s,  such  great  gay 
celebrities  as  Tracy  Chapman,  Richard 
Chamberlain,  Lily  Tomlin,  Paul 
“Pee-Wee”  Rubens,  Ronnie  Gilbert,  John 
Hurt,  Kristy  McNichol,  John  Travolta,  k.d. 
lang,  Burt  Reynolds,  and  Jodie  Foster  will 
all  come  out  of  the  closet. 

But  I  wouldn’t  bet  on  it. 

—  Michael  Bronski 

I  see  a  tremendous  amount  of  backlash 
that  I’m  scared  about.  This  decade  will  look 
at  quarantine  and  mandatory  testing  in  a 
more  serious  light.  U.S.  government  policies 
will  become  more  oppressive  —  like  conti¬ 
nuing  to  screw  immigrants  on  a  regular 
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Mom  comm  of  black  says 


\ OVD  OF  OUR 

mss 

Now  called  the  National  Coalition  for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays,  the  organization’s  formation  was  one 
of  many  started  by  and  for  people  of  color. 


WHO’S  IN  HERE? 

BARBARA  SMITH  is  a  Black  feminist  writer  and  ac¬ 
tivist  and  publisher  of  Kitchen  Table:  Women  of  Color 
Press. 

SUSAN  MOIR  is  a  41  year-old  working  class  native  of 
Boston,  Steel  Worker  and  union  activist. 

MARTIN  HIRAGA  says  “I'm  only  slightly  insane. 
I’m  Asian,  and  if  moving  to  Washington  is  crazy,  I’m 
there.  I'm  a  pro-liberation  gay  man  with  ARC." 

VENEITA  PORTER  is  31  and  says  "I  am  totally  in¬ 
sane  and  proud  of  it.”  She  is  a  Bostonian  in  exile  who 
misses  her  dog. 

MASHA  GESSEN  is  the  former  editor  of  'NEXT' 
Magazine  and  is  22  years  old. 

CHARLENE  MANN  is  a  direct  care  human  service 
worker,  peer  counselor  and  civil  rights  activist.  In  her 
former  male  persona  (now  outgrown)  she  helped  organize 
the  Jan.  ’88  Statehouse  rally/pig  riot. 

HARRY  HAY  is  a  Radical  Faerie  who  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  that  organization  in  1979.  He  also  founded 
the  Mattachine  Society  in  1950,  and  was  one  of  the  West 
Coast  voices  of  the  Gay  Liberation  Front,  1969-70.  He 
was  also  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Lavender  Caucus  of 
the  jesse  Jackson  campaign  in  1984. 

SHARON  GONZALVES  is  a  Bi  community  activist. 

CHRYSTOS  is  the  author  of  ‘Not  Vanishing’  and  con¬ 
tributor  to  many  anthologies,  including  'This  Bridge  Call¬ 
ed  My  Back'  and  'A  Gathering  of  Spirit',  and  is  a 
troublemaker,  also  known  as  ‘boca  caliente.  ’ 

CARRIE  DEARBORN'S  writing  was  interrupted  by 
a  coma.  She's  back  now  and  works  for  disabled  people  s 
rights. 

CHERYL  CLARKE,  Black  lesbian  poet,  is  the  author 
of  three  books  of  poetry,  the  most  recent  of  which  is 
'Humid  Pitch'  (Firebrand  Books,  1989). 

ANA  ORTIZ  is  a  Puerto  Rican  activist. 

READ  WEAVER  is  a  member  of  an  affinity  group  and 
a  theater  group,  both  called  United  Fruit  Company.  He’s 
developing  serious  reservations  about  being  dragged  about 
by  the  police  at  all. 

SUSIE  BRIGHT  is  the  editor  of  'On  Our  Backs.’ 

MICHAEL  BRONSKI  knew  he  was  gay  in  1957, 
knew  he  was  into  s/m  by  '62,  and  began  doing  political 
work  in  1969. 

STEVE  ROSE  is  a  PWA  activist  and  a  writer. 

LIZ  GALST  is  a  nice  Jewish  girl  from  New  York  who 
hopes  to  be  a  filmmaker  someday. 

COLIN  ROBINSON,  who  is  assuming  a  new  identity 
...  (pronounced  “ellipsis"),  is  an  alienated  Trinidadian 
immigrant  who  has  known  no  America  other  than 
Reagan/Bush. 

ARAWN  EIBHLYN  is  the  national  coordinator  for 
the  AIDS  Coalition  to  Network,  Organize  and  Win  (ACT 
NOW)  and  a  longtime  gay  activist  who's  been  a  part  of 
anti-racist  and  anti-war  movements  for  the  past  20  years. 

TIM  McFEELEY  is  the  executive  director  of  the 
Human  Rights  Campaign  Fund. 

ALISON  BECHDEL  is  the  creator  of  'Dykes  to 
Watch  Out  For.' 

GAYLE  RUBIN  has  been  active  in  feminist,  gay  and 
sexual  politics  for  two  decades. 

STERLING  STOWELL  is  an  adult  advisor  for  the 
Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY),  Of¬ 
fice  Manager  for  Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and 
Defenders  (GLAD),  and  associated  with  the  Outreach  In¬ 
stitute  and  The  Group. 

MICHAEL  MUSTO  is  the  notrious  columnist  for  the 
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DOROTHY  HOOGTERP  is  a  73  year  old  lesbian  ac¬ 
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years  ago).  She  is  presently  embarking  on  the  most  satisfy¬ 
ing  love  affair  of  her  life. 

KARIN  AGUILAR-SAN  JUAN  is  a  Boston-based 
writer  and  editor,  and  a  member  of  the  Alliance  of 
Massachusetts  Asian  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men. 

CYNDIE  BARONE  is  currently  a  bartender  and  pro¬ 
motions  coordinator  for  Indigo,  a  Boston-based  club  for 
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MARC  STEIN  is  studying  lesbian/gay  history  in  a  PhD 
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The  AIDS  crisis  sparked  a  resurgence  of  activism 
and  civil  disobedience  by  gay  men  and  lesbians 
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Issues 

Continued  from  centerspread 
pretty  awful.  Some  was  great.  We  also  got 
lots  of  sexy  stories  and  letters  from  prison¬ 
ers,  who  get  a  free  copy  for  the  asking. 

As  the  decade  wore  on,  the  sexy/anarchist 
“attitude”  wore  down  (“slipped  out  of 
mind”?,  got  bought  off?,  covered  over  with 
shame  and  fear?  —  hard  tellin’),  and  the  mail 
became  dominated  by  gay  press  releases 
from  organizations  and  advertisements 
from  gay  businesses.  Maybe  we  over-organ¬ 
ized,  and  stifled  the  poetry. 

The  prisoners  haven’t  deserted  us.  And 
the  back  issues  we  send  them  are  as  sexy/an¬ 
archist  as  ever.  A  fresh  issue  will  be  out  this 
spring.  We’re  down  to  one  a  year  from  four, 
but  still  kickin’! 

And  while  we’re  at  it  (nostalgia  and  what¬ 
not),  I  do  miss  GOVs  old  22  Bromfield  of¬ 
fice,  burned  down  in  1982.  It’s  where  I  came 
out.  They  were  hot  years  to  be  out  and  about 
and  fresh.  I  still  feel  lucky  (and  pretty!) 

—  Mike  Riegle 

The  community  1  identify  mostly  with  is 
the  Black  lesbian  and  gay  male  community, 
especially  the  Black  gay  male  community. 
Some  real  exciting  things  happened  in  ’85 
with  the  growth  and  national  prominence  of 
the  National  Coalition  for  Black  Lesbians 
and  Gays  (NCBLG).  One  was  a  conference 
in  November  of  ’85.  It  was  an  important 
networking  event  for  people  to  meet  each 
other  —  part  of  a  whole  build-up  of 
NCBLG.  It  was  a  real  turning  point  in  the 
community  coming  of  age. 

There  have  been  a  lot  of  exciting  things  in 
publishing  for  Black  gay  men,  beginning 
with  In  the  Life  in  1986(?).  This  past  year 
there  has  been  a  larger  number  of  new  titles. 

I  also  identify  with  the  Black  gay  men’s  liter¬ 
ary  community. 

The  summer  of  ’86  in  New  York  was  also 
important  for  Black  gay  men  because  of  the 
start  of  three  organizations  —  Other  Coun¬ 
tries,  Gay  Men  of  African  Descent,  and  a 
chapter  of  NCBLG. 

Two  other  powerful  events  in  terms  of 
loss  were  the  deaths  of  Pat  Parker  and  Joe 
Beam. 

—  Colin  Robinson 

The  AIDS  crisis  and  everything  associated 
with  that. 

—  T.R.  Witomski 

Congress’  finally  having  a  willingness  to 
redress  Japanese-Americans  for  their  WWII 
experience,  even  though  that  money  still  has 
not  been  paid.  In  that  decade  [the  1980s]  all 
of  the  people  in  my  mother’s  family  who 
would  have  received  redress  died,  with  the 
exception  of  one  sister.  So  redress  for  us  is 
not  possible,  but  I’m  still  hopeful. 

The  March  on  Washington,  because  it 
was  the  first  time  I  met  other  lesbian  and  gay 
Asians.  I  knew  I  wasn’t  all  alone. 

AIDS  activism. 

—  Martin  Hiraga 

The  struggle  at  Big  Mountain,  because  it’s 
a  landmark  case  in  terms  of  indigenous  peo¬ 
ple  saying  to  the  government,  “No,  you 
can’t  move  us.  No,  you  can’t  take  my  land. 
And  no,  we’re  not  going  anywhere.” 

Although  it’s  not  the  first  time  indigenous 
people  have  done  that,  it’s  the  first  time  I’ve 
been  able  to  participate  in  that  struggle.... 

—  Chrystos 

The  Hardwick  decision  was  one  of  the 
toughest.  We  hadn’t  had  the  Supreme  Court 
face  a  sodomy  issue  head-on  with  factual 
facts  before  and  June  of  ’86  was  an  unfor¬ 
tunate  landmark.  On  the  positive  side,  there 
was  the  passage  of  the  gay  rights  bill  in 
Massachusetts  and  the  one  a  couple  of  years 
earlier  in  Wisconsin. 

—  Tim  McFeeley 

The  Embrace  the  Base  action  at  Green- 
ham  Common,  the  formation  of  the  incest 
survivors’  movement,  and  a  lot  of  anti- 
racist,  multicultural  work  in  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community. 

—  Liz  Galst 

There  was  a  coalescence  of  gay  institu¬ 
tions.  Gay  structures  became  institutionaliz¬ 
ed.  Of  course,  some  didn’t  —  they  went 
through  a  sort  of  crash-and-burn  process. 

I  watched  GCN  emerge  and  —  even 
though  it’s  still  not  financially  stable  — 
create  some  sort  of  sensibility  in  the  gay 
community. 

1  became  aware  that  divisions  between  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  were  more  about  class 
and  economics  than  about  gender. 

For  a  brief  moment  it  seemed  like  the 
leather  community  wasn’t  always  going  to  be 
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relegated  to  the  darkest  part  of  the  closet. 
Leather  emerged.  Then  through  AIDS  work 
I  realized  that  the  leather  community  were 
really  the  first  people  who  took  safe  sex  seri¬ 
ously.  If  you  work  with  needles  and  blood 
and  power,  you  know  about  safety. 

Finally  some  attempts  at  dialogue  about 
sex  and  porn  between  lesbian  feminists. 

1  watched  a  class  of  people  become 
politicized  by  AIDS.... 

—  Veneita  Porter 

My  communities:  feminist,  lesbian,  bisex¬ 
ual,  leftist.  Issues  and  events:  Attack  on 
abortion  rights.  The  AIDS  crisis.  The 
NAMES  Quilt.  U.S.  in  Central  America. 
1987  March  on  Washington.  Berlin  Wall/re¬ 
cent  events  in  Eastern  Europe.  Madonna  on 
David  Letterman.  Rumors  about  Holly 
Near  sleeping  with  men.  Escalation  of  anti- 
lesbian/gay  violence. 

—  Sharon  Gonsalves 


As  a  member  of  the  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity,  the  predominance  of  lesbian  leader¬ 
ship  within  various  organizations,  not  just 
gay  and  lesbian  organizations.  So  many  or¬ 
ganizations  of  so  many  movements  during 
the  1980s  have  been  buttressed  by  lesbians. 
However,  that  lesbian  leadership  has  not  al¬ 
ways  been  visible,  obviously,  for  many  and 
various  reasons.  Lesbians  have  a  particular 
and  special  kind  of  energy  that  allows  us  to 
be  extremely  committed.  We’re  great  organ¬ 
izers.  But  it  also  allows  us  to  be  invisible 
many  times  and  to  be  unacknowledged. 

For  me  as  a  Black  person  the  emergence 
of  Jesse  Jackson  as  a  national  figure  and  na¬ 
tional  leader  and  acknowledgment  of  a 
gay  and  lesbian  constituency. 

—  Cheryl  Clarke 

The  Gay  Rights  Bill  finally  passing,  the 
20-year  reunion  of  Woodstock,  the  opening 
of  the  gates  in  East  Germany  and  the  hoo-ha 
over  abortion  rights. 

—  Cyndie  Barone 

By  far,  the  most  impressive  event  was  the 
March  on  Washington  in  1987.  It  represent¬ 
ed  a  resurgence  of  activism  in  the  face  of 
growing  conservatism  and  the  coming 
together  of  lesbians  and  gay  men,  which  the 
AIDS  crisis  facilitated.  The  resurgence  of 
activism  has  delineated  a  split  between  the 
new  gay  and  lesbian  conservative  and  the  ac¬ 
tivist  wing,  as  economics  under  Reagan/- 
Bush  has  created  a  greater  division  between 
prosperous  and  poor. 

—  Steve  Rose 

The  government’s  negligence  in  respond¬ 
ing  to  the  AIDS  health  crisis  politicized 
literally  hundreds  of  thousands  of  lesbians 
and  gay  men  about  the  fact  that  our  sexual 
freedom  and  our  ability  to  live  it  openly  was 
not  something  we  could  take  for  granted. 

The  March  on  Washington  focused  and 
spurred  grassroots  action  all  over  the  coun¬ 
try. 

Lesbians  rose  to  leadership  positions  all 
across  the  gay  and  lesbian  movement. 

Jesse  Jackson’s  candidacy  pumped  new 
energy  into  those  committed  to  creating 
change  through  the  electoral  process. 

Hate  violence  —  especially  violence 
against  lesbians  and  gay  men  —  was  placed 
squarely  on  the  civil  rights  agenda  through  a 
campaign  begun  in  1982  by  the  National 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force. 

—  Urvashi  Vaid 

We’ve  had  so  many  important  events,  it’s 
hard  to  identify  one.  Of  course,  “import¬ 
ance”  is  in  the  eyes  of  the  beholder.  The  ’87 
March  on  Washington  stands  out.  But  more 
than  any  one  single  event,  I  think  AIDS  has 
defined  our  collective  experiences. 

We’ve  sustained  such  great  losses  and  re¬ 
organized  our  sexual  and  political  lives.  By 
that  1  mean  everything  from  PWA  em¬ 
powerment  to  ACT  UP  activism,  from  les¬ 
bian-gay  relations  to  white/people  of  color 
relations  to  queer/straight  relations,  from 
safer  sex  to  public  sex. 

Whether  we  always  realize  it  or  not,  AIDS 
has  strengthened  our  sense  of  ourselves  as 
both  different  from  and  the  same  as  other 
people. 

—  Marc  Stein 

Without  a  doubt  the  Jan.  4,  1988  march 
on  the  State  House  and  brutalization  of  pro¬ 
testers  in  the  gallery.  That  even  galvanized 
support  for  the  [Mass,  les/gay  civil  rights] 
Bill.  The  entire  nation  was  given  a  glimpse 
of  the  hatred  we  were  up  against  in  high 
places. 

The  passage  of  the  Bill  two  years  later. 

—  Charlene  Mann 
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Continued  from  centerspread 
mulate  this  into  a  whole  person.  Schiz¬ 
ophrenia  and  segregations  are  part  of  being 
queer  and  colored. 

I  remember  the  morning  of  the  fire  when 
the  GCN  offices  burned  down.  1  remember 
walking  down  the  street  and  looking  at  the 
ashes  and  thinking,  “This  is  what  happens  if 
we  don’t  stick  together.” 

—  Veneita  Porter 

The  resistance  to  patriarchal  language 
and  moving  away  from  patriarchal  religion. 

Falling  in  love  twice.  First,  to  an  alcoholic 
and  learning  first-hand  to  fight  against  alco¬ 
holism.  Second,  with  a  disabled  woman  and 
observing  the  struggle  and  magnificence  of  a 
“caged  eagle  with  a  shattered  wing.” 

Coming  out  to  myself,  my  family,  and 
everybody  else  in  my  sixties,  and  the  weird 
struggle  to  get  anybody  to  believe  me. 

—  Dorothy  Hoogterp 

1  finished  the  Boston  Marathon  in  1989, 
having  maintained  a  strict  Filipino  diet  of 
steamed  rice,  dried  fish,  and  lots  of  Coke 
Classic. 

—  Karin  Aguilar-San  Juan 

My  sobriety. 

—  Susan  Moir 

My  own  diagnosis  of  ARC  and  chronic 
fatigue.  My  diagnosis  has  changed  my  life 
and  my  world  view.  In  some  ways  I’m  more 
of  an  adult;  in  many  others  I’m  more  of  a 
kid  —  I’m  rediscovering  life. 

—  Martin  Hiraga 

Becoming  aware  of  a  concept  of  inter¬ 
nalized  racism  and  how  that’s  affected  my 
ability  to  set  goals  for  myself  and  have  real 
self-esteem.  I  have  realized  the  racism  of  the 
dominant  culture  has  been  something  I’ve 
swallowed  right  along  with  everyone  else, 
and  I’ve  turned  that  back  against  myself  and 
other  women  of  color.... 

—  Chrystos 

The  most  important  event  for  me  in  the 
1980s  was  looking  up  ffom  my  typewriter  as 
1  was  writing  an  article  about  the  influence 
of  gay  porn  on  my  political  development, 
and  suddenly  realizing  that  I  was  living  a  life 
which  I  could  not  have  imagined  in  the  late 
1950s  and  could  hardly  dream  of  when  I  be¬ 
gan  going  to  gay  political  meetings  in  1969. 
The  shock  of  recognition  was  not  only 
startling  and  satisfying,  but  incredibly  sex¬ 
ual  as  well. 

—  Michael  Bronski 

My  T-4  cell  count. 

—  T.R.  Witomski 

AIDS.  1  realized  the  AIDS  nightmare  was 
becoming  the  gay  holocaust.  I  finally  under¬ 
stood  that  AIDS  was  not  a  medical  issue  but 
a  human  rights  issue. 

I  saw  that  AIDS,  the  Gay  Rights  Law,  sta¬ 
tistics  on  anti-gay  violence,  and  decisions  by 
homophobic  judges,  w'ere  the  same  issue  — 
convincing  the  general  public,  legislators, 
national  leaders,  and  our  own  families  that 
our  lives  are  valuable. 

For  me,  the  AIDS  crisis  completely  trans¬ 
formed  my  life.  I  entered  the  ’80s  as  a  full¬ 
time  architect  and  left  as  a  full-time  activist. 

—  Rick  Scholl 

That  I  was  asked  to  help  open  a  women’s 
bar,  Indigo,  was  pretty  important  to  me.  I 
think  it’s  good  to  provide  women  with  a 
clean  and  comfortable  place  and  to  be  able 
to  offer  events  that  are  not  normally  offered 
in  women’s  bars. 

—  Cyndie  Barone 

Meeting  radical  lesbians  and  gay  men  of 
color  from  all  over  the  U.S.  and  from  Indian 
nations  while  working  on  the  1987  March  on 
Washington. 

Having  the  AIDS  crisis  hit  close  and  hard. 

—  Ana  Ortiz 

Ten  years  of  working  with  and  watching 
the  growth  of  BAGLY. 

—  Sterling  S to  well 

After  years  of  monasticism  I  became  a 
safe  sex  whore. 

—  Michael  Musto 

Critical  junctures  in  my  life  were  my  diag¬ 
nosis,  the  March,  and  a  series  of  activist 
events,  most  of  all  the  emotional  ACT 
NOW  1988  takeover  of  the  FDA  —  return¬ 
ing  to  Washington  in  ’88  w'ith  a  specific 
agenda. 

—  Steve  Rose 


Growing  up.  Learning  to  construct  and 
beginning  to  abandon  organizational  co¬ 
dependency. 

—  Colin  Robinson 

Moving  out  of  my  parents’  home,  having 
my  first  girlfriend,  living  at  Greenham  for 
15  months,  and  remembering  that  I  was  an 
incest  survivor. 

—  Liz  Galst 

Queerest  thing 
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dead.  I  laughed  at  them  and  survived.  1 
didn’t  go  away  like  they  hoped  I  would  do.  1 
staged  demonstrations  and  fought  and  was 
part  of  this  AIDS  activist  movement  that 
has  made  them  liars. 

—  Arawn  Eibhlyn 

I  would  like  to  say  that  I  kissed  some  real¬ 
ly  cute  girl  in  the  alley  behind  the  Brattle 
Theater,  but  since  that  didn’t  happen,  I 
would  have  to  say  that  working  at  GCN  was 
the  queerest  thing  I  did  in  the  ’80s. 

—  Liz  Galst 

Refusing  to  attend  family  events  where 
my  lover  was  not  welcome  or  where  I  was 
asked  to  lie  about  myself  “for  the  sake  of 
the  impressionable  children.” 

—  Ana  Ortiz 

I  dressed  up  as  a  sheriff  for  a  Halloween 
party  and  passed  as  a  man  in  the  streets  of 
Seattle.  I’m  fem-identified,  so  that’s  pretty 
radical.  I  was  also  escorting  a  butch-identi- 
fied  woman  who  was  in  full  drag. 

—  Chrystos 

Being  called  at  1 1  a.m.  to  appear  on  Dona¬ 
hue  that  day  to  talk  about  whether  being  gay 
or  lesbian  is  genetic  or  not.  Then  running 
around  125th  Street  looking  for  something 
not  made  out  of  polyester.... 

—  Veneita  Porter 

The  queerest  thing  I  did  in  the  ’80s  was 
come  out. 

In  the  ’90s,  I  hope  to  outdo  myself  by  at¬ 
tending  a  lezzie  event  in  a  black  velvet 
cocktail  dress. 

—  Karin  Aguilar  San-Juan 

Coming  out  at  an  Al-Anon  meeting  by 
reading  a  paper  a  lesbian  friend  wrote  on  the 
homophobia  in  Al-Anon. 

—  Dorothy  Hoogterp 

I  would  have  to  say  being  in  a  relationship 
for  five  years.  That  was  queer  in  every  sense 
of  the  word. 

—  Gary  Daffin 

I  think  the  queerest  thing  for  me  is  to  have 
no  problems  telling  people  that  I’m  a  politi¬ 
cal  radical  and  a  social  conservative  —  by 
which  I  mean  paying  attention  to  what  my 
aunt  who  raised  me  called  the  “social 
graces.”  The  way  I  was  raised  by  “tradi¬ 
tional”  Black  Southern  women  as  a  Black 
female  child  of  the  1940’s  and  ’50’s  has  now 
made  itself  manifest.  What  makes  me  queer 
in  relation  to  other  queers  is  that  I  have  that 
in  my  background. 

—  Barbara  Smith 

The  queerest  thing  I  did  as  a  queer  is  to 
have  published  Living  as  a  Lesbian  (Fire¬ 
brand  Books,  1986),  which  1  guess  is  my 
testament  to  a  queer  aesthetic. 

—  Cheryl  Clarke 

1  moved  in  with  my  girlfriend. 

—  Cyndie  Barone 

Being  dragged,  kicking  and  screaming, 
out  of  the  closet  to  my  parents.  My  brother 
came  out  to  them  for  both  of  us.  I  was  furi¬ 
ous  at  him,  but  it  was  one  of  the  best  things 
that  happened  to  me. 

—  Susan  Moir 

In  the  ’90s 
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media  unaware  —  no  matter  how  wild  we 
have  to  be,  so  that  we  get  their  attention  and 
they  cover  us  before  they  know  what’s  going 
on.  The  ACT  UP  crowd  is  probably  doing 
this  the  best  right  now.  For  the  next  im¬ 
mediate  period  we  still  have  the  problem  of 
coming  out  and  being  noticed. 

There  are  also  important  internal  prob¬ 
lems  within  our  own  community.  Gays  and 
lesbians  must  come  together  and  begin  to 
recognize  the  enormous  differences  that 
separate  them.  We  must  recognize  and  ap¬ 
preciate  that  the  contribution  we  make  to 
society  at  large  may  be  based  on  those  dif¬ 


ferences.  We  need  to  build  bridges  over 
these  differences  to  each  other. 

—  Harry  Hay 

To  finish  several  new  books  of  my  own, 
and  to  continue  to  live  in  such  a  way  that  we 
get  closer  to  the  reality  of  a  revolution  that 
will  ensure  a  decent  and  free  human  life  for 
all  human  beings. 

—  Barbara  Smith 

1  recently  heard  a  story  of  the  six-year-old 
son  of  a  lesbian  whose  friend  asked  him 
what  a  lesbian  was.  His  response,  “A 
woman  who  goes  to  lots  of  meetings.”  In  a 
very  real  way,  this  describes  my  life  as  a  gay 
man. 

I  will  continue  to  attend  lots  of  meetings, 
from  ACT  UP  to  Gay,  Lesbian,  and  Bisex¬ 
ual  Speaker’s  Bureau  and  from  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Alliance  Against  Defamation 
(GLAAD)  to  Gay  and  Lesbian  Academic 
Studies  Seminar  (GLASS). 

—  Warren  Blumenfeld 

Travelling  more,  building  financial  secur¬ 
ity  for  my  future. 

—  Cyndie  Barone 

Being  in  a  wheelchair  gives  you  invisibility 
and  the  freedom  to  be  weird.  I  hope  I’ll  be 
testing  that  freedom  and  be  confronta¬ 
tional. 

—  Carrie  Dearborn 

Doing  more  work  in  the  community, 
hopefully  making  more  money,  and  prob¬ 
ably  getting  married  again. 

—  Gary  Daff  in 

Nothing  that  different.  Raising  hell  and 
causing  trouble.  That’s  what  I  think  my  role 
in  life  is.  I  want  to  continue  to  fight  as  hard 
as  I  can  to  end  the  epidemic  and  make  what¬ 
ever  contribution  I  can  to  lesbian  and  gay 
liberation;  fight  harder  and  really  help  build 
a  broad  and  forceful  movement,  among  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  in  particular. 

—  Arawn  Eibhlyn 

<?Cr-  ■’ 

Hopefully,  I’ll  be  alive.  More  writing. 
(All  of  a  sudden  I’m  a  writer.)  Maybe 
writing  a  book  about  the  ’80s. 

—  Steve  Rose 

No  matter  what  happens  in  the  ’90s,  1 
think  that  I,  and  others,  will  have  to  spend  it 
getting  over  the  demoralization  of  the  ’80s: 
more  sex,  more  often. 

—  Michael  Bronski 

More  intellectual  work.  More  administra¬ 
tive  skills  building,  more  developing.  Get¬ 
ting  involved  in  institutions  that  are 
developing  within  the  Black  community. 
Beginning  to  explore  what  this  whole  move¬ 
ment  means. 

—  Colin  Robinson 

Surviving  graduate  school  with  my  ego 
and  integrity  intact. 

Building  a  family.. 

Fighting  the  system  and  winning. 

—  Ana  Ortiz 

Predictions 

Continued  from  centerspread 

basis. 

I’m  also  deeply  disturbed  that  there  are  so 
very  few  institutions  where  you  see  minority 
leadership  on  a  national  front.  I  hope  we  see 
the  development  of  leadership  and  institu¬ 
tions  that  have  gay  and  lesbian  sensibility.  I 
hope  we  will  take  on  issues  of  child  prostitu¬ 
tion  and  adolescent  prostitution  in  ways  that 
make  sense  —  instead  of  this  benevolent 
idea.... 

I  hope  we  see  treatment  of  people  with  IV 
drug  problems  as  people  with  a  disease  in¬ 
stead  of  criminal  intent. 

I  hope  we’ll  see  ACT  UP  go  into 
adolescence  —  or  at  least  mini-adolescence. 

—  Veneita  Porter 

Keisha  Knight-Pulliam  will  explode. 

Donna  Summer  will  decide  that  what  she 
really  said  was  “Eggs  are  God’s  punishment 
against  homosexuals.” 

Jesse  Helms  will  become  a  lesbian  but  no 
one  will  have  him. 

Harvey  Fierstein  will  still  want  to  be  lov¬ 
ed. 

—  Michael  Musto 


That  lesbians  and  gay  men  will  take  to  the 
streets  by  the  tens  and  hundreds  of  thous¬ 
ands  over  the  next  few  years  and  really  fight, 
not  just  against  AIDS,  but  begin  to  build  a 


movement  —  street,  grassroots,  whatever  — 
to  fight  to  end  lesbian  and  gay  oppression. 

That  we  will  take  what  we  learned  from 
the  AIDS  movement  and  put  the  power  in 
the  hands  of  lesbians  and  gay  men,  not  the 
gay  leaders  or  elected  officials,  but  really 
empower  as  many  people  as  possible  to  fight 
for  lesbian  and  gay  liberation. 

—  Arawn  Eibhlyn 


World  divisions  will  no  longer  be 
East/West,  but  North/South. ..the  haves 
and  the  have-nots.  It  will  be  increasingly 
harder  for  the  rich  countries,  like  the  U.S., 
to  ignore  hunger.  For  me,  [the  situation 
now]  presents  a  more  clear  and  present 
danger  than  the  nuclear  threat. 

I  predict  the  demise  of  the  automobile. 

—  Tim  McFeeley 

I  have  high  hopes  for  the  ’90s.  I  think  they 
will  be  really  different.  Although  the  impact 
of  AIDS  will  be  felt  way  into  the  ’90s,  I 
think  the  ’90s  will  be  the  decade  that  the 
disease  is  brought  under  control. 

The  ’80s  were  the  decade  of  the  Right.  1 
think  things  are  going  to  open  up  and  the 
power  of  the  Right  will  wane. 

—  Gayle  Rubin 

Lesbians  are  going  to  be  the  vanguard  of 
cross-pornographic  pollination.  Lesbians 
will  make  porn  respectable. 

—  Susie  Bright 

I  predict  the  Massasachusetts  lesbian  and 
gay  civil  rights  law  will  fight  back  all  attacks 
on  it  and  set  the  Right  back. 

Elizabeth  Taylor  will  get  married  again. 

As  a  labor  activist,  I  predict  that,  unfor¬ 
tunately,  we’ll  have  a  queer  governor  [in 
Massachusetts]. 

—  Susan  Moir 

We’ll  see  more  people  all  over  —  politi¬ 
cians,  entertainers  —  coming  out  and  just  a 
lot  of  people  knowing  who  they  are  and  feel¬ 
ing  more  comfortable  with  their  public  iden¬ 
tity. 

—  Cyndie  Barone 

By  the  end  of  the  decade,  another  five 
states  will  have  the  gay/lesbian  rights  bills 
and  the  federal  gay  rights  bill  will  become 
the  civil  rights  community’s  top  priority  and 
will  pass  in  Congress. 

There  will  be  a  new  wave  of  internal 
squabbling  in  the  lesbian  and  gay  communi¬ 
ty  between  lesbians  and  gay  men  —  reminis¬ 
cent  for  those  who  were  there  of  the  late  ’70s 
—  it  will  pass. 

There  will  be  a  cure  and  complete  treat¬ 
ment  for  AIDS  which  will  be  paid  for  by  a 
new,  fully  government-funded  free  health 
care  program  for  all  people. 

—  Urvashi  Void 

I  bet  the  statistic  that  says  one  in  ten  peo¬ 
ple  is  lesbian  or  gay  will  have  to  be  revised 
upward  to  at  least  two  or  three  in  ten. 

—  Karin  Aguilar  St.  Juan 

The  enormous  potential  for  lesbian  lead¬ 
ership,  if  lesbians  aren’t  too  chicken  to  ac¬ 
cept  it.  There’s  a  leadership  vacuum  that 
cries  to  be  filled. 

—  Dorothy  Hoogterp 


A  lot  more  people  are  going  to  come  out. 

A  lot  more  people  we  thought  were  never 
queer  are. 

In  the  popular  culture  ...  we’ll  see  more 
and  more  of  ourselves  in  non-stereotypical 
roles. 

We’re  going  to  see  that  the  activism  and 
the  politics  of  lesbian  and  gay  men  of  color 
are  going  to  take  their  rightful  place  not  only 
within  the  lesbian  and  gay  movement,  but 
within  the  world. 

—  Barbara  Smith 


Lesbians  and  gay  men  will  probably  ob¬ 
tain  all  of  the  rights  and  privileges  that 
heterosexuals  now  have.  However,  that’s 
not  the  only  thing.  We  have  to  be  about  re¬ 
versing  systems  of  privilege  that  oppress  all 
of  us  —  gay  and  lesbian,  not  gay,  not  les¬ 
bian....  So  while  all  of  these  reformist 
changes  happen,  let’s  not  forget  about  liber¬ 
ation. 

—  Cheryl  Clarke 
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Expect 
the  It'S 


Unexpected 


MATCH  QO  MATE 

For  that  meaningful  Relations!- 

1-900-820-8017 


1 


H  ang  out  with  someone  you  care  about. 

With  "voice  personals”  from  Gay  Selections, 
you  can  meet  other  gav  men  who  share  your  lifestyle 
and  live  in  New  England. 

Simply  call  Gay  Selections  and  listen  to  a  dozen  or 
more  personal  messages  from  a  diverse  selection  of  gay 
men,  then  respond  to  those  messages  that  interest  you. 


SELECTIONS" 

1-900-456-3700 


HANGOUT 


wm 


DIAL  NOW  GUYS  ARE  WAITING! 


l  COPYRIGHT  1989  REAL  PEOPLE  LTD  YOU  MUST  BE  18  OLDER  PRICES  SUBJECT  TO  CHANGE  WITHOUT  NOTICE 


! 

I 


75  A  MIN. 


$1.50  1ST. 


DIAL-AH 


v:m  #  w* 


MALE  BOX  ® 

THE  LINE 

DEDICATED  TO  J 

AMERICAS  1 

HOTTEST  MEN  1 

LISTEN  TO  j 

MESSAGES  LEFT  I 

BY  HOT  GUYS*  ' 

OR  LEAVE  YOUR 
MESSAGE 
FOR 

OTHERS.  mk 
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ERSONALS 

GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
#  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

Greek  male,  36,  is  available.  Send  business  card  or 
phone  to  T.P.,  P.O.  Box  6017,  Boston,  Mass.  02209. 
_  (24) 

ANYONE  WANT  TO  DIDDLE! 

Nifty,  arty,  horny  LF  seeks  funky  female  queer(s)  to 
copulate  and  lauch.  Send  letter  and  pic.  GCN,  Box  376. 
_ (24) 

ATTENTION  LESBIAN  COUPLES 
We  are  a  lesbian  couple,  together  6  years  looking  to 
meet  other  couples  for  correspondence,  friendship, 
travel.  We  are  mid-20's,  law  student  and  engineer.  Our 
criteria:  well-educated,  secure,  happily  gay, 
materialistic,  liberal,  non-religious,  non-smokers.  Do 
other  couples  like  this  exist?  If  so,  please  write!  GCN 
Box  377. _ (24) 

ATTRACTIVE  THIRTYISH  PRE-OP  TS 
considering  moving  to  Boston  soon,  seeks  friend  or 
lover.  Also  seeking  roommate  situation.  I’m  financially 
secure,  passive,  tall  and  slender  with  a  smooth  hairless 
body:  a  quality  person  who’ll  need  a  quality  man.  Please 
write  soon.  P.O.  Box  1657;  Greensboro,  N.C.  27402. 
_ _ (24) 

Prof  lesbian  45  attrac.,  healthy,  warm,  sincere,  kind, 
loving,  seeks  same  for  possible  long  term  relationship 
loves  home,  animals,  poetry,  shows,  music,  walks,  com- 
mitt.,  loyalty,  honesty,  good  sense  of  humor  a  must,  old 
fash.  Love  first  sex  after.  Reply  P.O.  Box  576, 
Sloncham  M A  02180. _ (25) 

SEX 

Send  this  GM  your  photo  and  phone  number  and  we’ll 
get  together  and  do  it.  Safe  sex  only.  No  strings,  just 
lust.  Your  philthy  photo  gets  mine.  I  don’t  even  need  to 
know  your  name.  GCN  Box  358. _ (24) 


A' 


NNOUNCEMENTS 

RESEARCH  ON  LESBIAN  BATTERING 

Graduate  student  and  research  partner  giving  papier  at  Toron¬ 
to  American  Culture  Association  Gay  and  Lesbian  Panel 
welcome  personal  expiericnces/thoughts  on  and  around  the 
issue  of  lesbian  battering.  Anonymity  guaranteed.  Please  tell 
us  if  we  nay  quote  your  words.  Reply  GCN  Box  378.  (25) 

BASKETBALL-WOMEN 

Pick-up  on  Wed.  nites  in  Acton.  Experienced  plavers  only. 
Begin  1/90.  Call  Amy  at  508/897-7534. _  (25) 

ITAUAN-AM  LESBIANS 

We  are  soliciting  writing  &  art  work  on  our  ethnic  &  sexual 
identity.  Write:  Sinister  Wisdom,  P.O.  Box  3252,  Berkeley, 
CA  94703 .  Deadline  2/15/90.  _ (30) 

GCN's  news  dept  seeks  a  volunteer 
to  write  news  notes.  News  writing  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr/week  (flexible).  Call  Kelly  at  426-4469  for  more  info. 


SERVICES 

ARCHIVIST 

MLS  to  organize  archives,  library,  manage  files,  and 
design  databases.  Part  time  evenings  and  weekends.  Call 
617-522-5975. _ _ _ (25) 

FREE  MASSAGES 

Female  professional  massage  therapist  needs  female  to 
accompany  me  on  calls  to  clients’  homes.  Payment  in 
massaees  or  cash.  Must  be  available  evenings.  Leslie 
938-6126. _ (24) 

LICENSED  ELECTRICIAN 

Need  another  plug  in  your  kitchen?  How  about  a  switch 
moved?  Woman  with  seven  years  experience  available 
for  w'ork  on  your  home.  Sensitive  to  needs  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  MA  only  please.  References  available.  Call 
Karyl  (508)  226-8750. _  (24) 

Male  TV/TS  seeks  work  as  woman.  Supervisory,  in¬ 
dustrial  experience.  Now  self-employed.  Need  good  base 
pav.  Moore,  Turnpike  Station,  Box  225,  Shrewsbury 
01545.  (24) 
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C  N  SPECIALS 


Got  a  sturdy  little  table  (not  a  card  table)  that  measures 
20”  x  23”  that  you  don’t  need?  We  could  use  one  for 
our  new  copier  (and  would  like  to  save  the  $200  it  costs 
for  a  new  one).  Call  Mike,  426-4469  if  you  have  one. 
Thanks. _ 

Practically  complete  set  of  GCN’s  from  Vol.  2  (1974) 
on,  available  for  use  in  archive  or  library  setting.  FREE 
for  t he  pick i ng  u p  or  mai I  cost .  Call  Mike  at  426-4469. 

DESPERATELY  SEEKING 

ASSISTANCE 

GCN  Calendar  needs  a  permanent  volunteer  coor¬ 
dinator!  3-5  hours  a  week.  Typing  skills  a  plus.  Be  on 
top  of  what’s  happening  in  the  les/gay  community!  Call 
Fred  at  GCN,  426-4469. _ 

CHEAP!!! 

Goldengate  Cullinet  software  package  for  PC  com¬ 
puters.  Contains  spreadsheet,  database,  graph,  edit,  in¬ 
formation  management,  emulator,  and  profile  func¬ 
tions.  Market  value  $695.  Will  sell  for  $300-350.  Call 
Natalie,  426-4469. _ 


{/ 

Agoraphobia  Services 

|  anxiety  •  phobias  •  stress 

Dr.  Laurie  Livingston 

Licensed  Psychologist 


720  Washington  Street 
Nantucket  Building 
Hanover,  MA  02339 

(617)  826-2466 


1 141  Beacon  Street 
Suite  I 

Brookline,  MA  02146 

(617)  734-5779 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 

DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


— 


Need  more  room!  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  ol  25«  per  word  (35«  per  word  for  business  ads) 

Basic  cost. 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  254 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  354  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs  $ 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x  . 

□  Bold  ($1 .50  x . 


My  category  is: 

[  !  PERSONALS  .  ANNOUNCEMENTS  I  HELP  WANTED 
J  ROOMMATE  WANTED  j  HOUSING  WANTED 

1 1  APARTMENTS  SUMMER  RENTALS  RESORTS 
□  FOR  SALE  :  1  PUBLICATIONS  ]  ORGANIZATIONS 
:  J  SERVICES  RIDES  L)  MOVERS  OTHER 


_  number  of  runs)  $_ 
.  number  of  runs)  $_ 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $  _ 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $  _ 

LJ  21 -30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $_ 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $  _ 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $  _ 

Subtotal  $  _ 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $_ 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $_ 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $_ 

US:  $33 .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□$15  per  column  inch 
_ inches x $15  $_ 

Total  $  _ 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 


Name 

Address. 

City  _ 

State  _ 


Zip 


Phone  (_ 


No.  Mass  &  So.  NH 
Gay  Counseling 
Services 


Gerald  Matison,  L.I.C.S.W. 

Andover  Psychotherapy 
10  High  Street 
Andover,  MA  01810 
(508)  475-6950 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 

NEW  LOCATION: 

581  BOYLSTON  STREET 
4th  FLOOR 

BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 
(617)  353-1500 


Staff  of  18 
next  to  T 
&  bus  depot 
sliding  scale/ins. 


520  Comm.  Ave. 
Kenmore  Sq. 
247-4861 


COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN  BY  WOMEN 
-*  - 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund  & 
Associates,  P.C. 

David  R.  Lund, 

Barbara  Macy,  Therese  A.  Young 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning  • 
Real  Estate  Transactions  •  Domestic 
Relations  •  Discrimination  •  Probate 
of  Estates  •  Defense  of  Drunk 
Drivers  •  Business  Representation  • 
Relationship  agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation  •  General  Practice  of  Law  • 
Condominium  Conversion 

529  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
617-266-0760 


•INDIVIDUAL 

GROUP/COUPLE 

•GAY  SENSITIVE 
THERAPY 


ALLAN  SINGER, 
L.I.C.S.W. 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


COPLEY  SQUARE 
BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


1 


CLASSIFIEDS 


PET  SITTING 

CREATURE  COMFORTS  —  Dog  Walking  —  Pet 
Feeding  —  Mail  —  Plants.  Insured  &  Bonded.  Serving: 
Brookline,  Newton,  Allston,  Briehton,  J.P.  Roslindalc 
&W,  Roxburv,  738-4448. _ (24) 

ACCOMODATION  ADDRESSES 
Business  or  Personal  mail  received,  held,  forwarded. 
Privacy,  security,  eonvenicnec.  PPS/N,  P.O.  Box  91. 
Milton,  M A  02186,  1-800-356-0909, _ (43) 

PART  TIME  WORK 

GCN  staff  member  seeks  10-15  hours  of  work  per  week. 
Need  some  extra  help  around  the  office?  I  can  work 
Saturdays,  some  mornings  or  evenings.  Contact 
Margaret  at  426-4469. 


PERSONAL  HE/”-’ 1 

•General  Medical  Care  »Spcrts  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  o:  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

I 

ROBERT  TAYLOR.  MD 

-  -  1755  Beacon  Street,  Brook lin .  .22  !  ' ' : 


JOHN  GRAVES 
PhD. 

15  Years  of  Gay  Affirmative 
Counseling  for  the 
Community 

Phone 
(6 17 J) 
266-2069 

42  THE  FENWAY 
BOSTON  MA  02215 


1 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 

Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 


Congress  St. 
Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 


Orle.ins/Brewster 
Office  Park 

E.  Orleans.  MA  02643 
255-2600 


!  Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 

General  Practice 

‘Family  Law 
‘Real  Estate  Transfers 
‘Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 
‘Discrimination 
‘Unemployment 
‘Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA02139 
(617)  876-7099 


H 


ELP  WANTED 


Attention:  Earn  money  reading  books!  $32,000/ycar  in¬ 
come  potential.  Details.  (I)  602-838-8885  Ext.  Bk  6433. 
_ (24) 

ADMIN  ASST 

Progressive  humanitarian  aid  agy  seeks  admin 
asst/bkpr.  Competitive  salary,  exe  benefits.  Apply  by 
12/31/89  Grassroots  International,  P.O.  Box  312,  Cam- 
hridge,  MA  02139. _ (24) 

WORK  FOR  PEACE  AND  JUSTICE 

Change  U.S.  policy  towards  Central  America.  The  Cen¬ 
tral  America  Solidarity  Association  is  hiring  evening 
phonebankers  for  7.15  per  hour.  Please  call  Malkah  or 
Pam  at  492-8699.  _ (24) 

LIVE-IN  OR  PART-TIME 

Personal  care  attendants  to  assist  female  professional 
disabled  activist  and  friendly  cat  named  Beaver.  No  ex¬ 
perience  necessary  but  must  have  a  driver’s  license  and 
be  responsible,  mature  and  energetic.  Live-in  gels  free 
rent  plus  $2l5/wk.  Weekdays  5-10pm  $177/wk. 
Weekends  $180.  Call  731-6228.  '  (38) 


R 


OOMMA  TE  WANTED 


JP  —  JF  34  plus  independent  eat  seek  roommate,  fur¬ 
nished  room,  mucho  space,  great  view.  Near  Forest  Hills 
and  Arboretum.  Grad  student  or  commuter  great!  $325. 
524-1793, _  (25) 

PORTER  SQUARE 

Male  roommate  wanted.  Reasonable  rent.  Available 

1/1/90,  Call  776-1487. _ (25) 

ACTON  -  NEAR  TRAIN 

Quiet  L38  with  dog  needs  non-smoking  roommate  for 
big  2BR  Victorian  apartment;  large  yard.  Call  Lissa 
(508)  263-2661  w,  (508)  635-9803  h.  Keep  trying.  (25) 

PART-TIME  ROOMATE  WANTED 
LF  seeks  roommate  one-three  nights  per  week  for  cheap 
nice  Central  Square  apartment  near  T.  Must  love  dogs. 
Call  Jenifer  576-6788. _  (25) 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate”  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 


LF  23  seeks  2LF  to  share  wonderful  J.P.  apt. 
Dishwasher,  parking,  T-accessible.  No  smk/drgs/pets. 
Min.  alcohol.  350-plus  utilities  and  375-plus  utilities. 
522-6454, _ (24) 

LF  sks  rmate  for  spac  sunny  apt.,  Ashmont  Hill,  5  min. 
to  Red  Line.  Living  rm.,  dining  rm,  frpl.  back  deck, 
storage,  wshr/dr,  coop/indep,  pets  ok,  no  drugs  or  smk. 
$375-plus,  (H)  265-8275,  (W) 495-9460. _ (24) 

2GM  need  GM  or  LF  to  share  luxury  condo  in  Medford. 
Indoor  pool,  racquetball,  sauna,  weightroom,  washer 
and  dryer.  5  min.  from  T  and  93.  $480  plus  utilities.  Call 
evenings  Mark  or  Bob,  396-1575  or  Mary  396-4180.  (25) 
Friendly,  cooperative/independent,  feminist  household 
in  Jamaica  Plain  seeks  4th  woman.  Beautiful  home  near 
T  and  pond.  We’re  27-33  yrs,  semi-veg.,  Lesbian  and 
non-lesbian.  $270-plus/mo.  No  pets/smoking.  Avail 
Feb,  1st,  522-7466. _ (24) 

LF  to  share  sunny  Dorchester  apt.  with  LF  and  her  cat. 
$275  includes  heat.  Avail.  Jan.  1st.  Call  666-0934.  (24) 

LARGE  COUNTRY  HOUSE 

GW  GM.  Couples  or  singles.  Privacy  on  75  acres.  Be¬ 
tween  Boston  and  Providence.  Off  of  495,  Norton,  call 
(508)  285-9849.  No  more  pets. _ (24) 

NEVER  BEEN  EAST 

SWF,  35,  being  transferred  to  Roslindale.  Need  room 
$300-$400/mo.  and  roommate  to  show  me  the  Eastern 
ropes.  Arriving  early  January.  Help!  (213)567-4818.(24) 

MEDFORD 

LF  seeks  LF  to  share  sunny  spacious  house  near  Tufts. 
No  smoking  or  pets.  $400.00  per  month  includes 
utilities.  Quiet  street,  call  396-1074.  Available  1/1/90. 
_ (25) 

JP  SUBLET 

3  L,Fs  seek  1  LF  to  share  progressive  politics,  spirit, 
food,  w/d.  Near  Organge/Green  T.  No  smoking,  drugs, 
minimal  alcohol.  $230  negotiable.  1/13-3/1.  Mary  Ann 
524-6209, _ (24) 

2LF  need  3rd  for  Victorian  in  Newtonville.  A  acre  yard 
on  bus  lines.  Share  entire  house.  Your  bdrm  is  entire  3rd 
floor  with  'A  bath.  $350  plus.  965-0648.  CHEM  FREE 
A  MUST. _ (24) 

3LFs  seek  4th  for  sunny  3-floor  house  in  Allston.  25 
min.  walk  to  Harvard  Square.  375-plus.  Available  Dec. 

1  or  sooner.  Yard,  w/d.  Call  783-0734. _ . _ (25) 

TEELE  SQ„  SOMERVILLE 

LF  seeks  same  for  spacious  sunny  5  rm  apt.  avail,  im- 
mead.  Please  no  smoke,  drugs,  or  alcohol.  $250.00  plus 
util.  Call  628-3216,  Please  leave  message. _ (24) 

SUNNY  BRIGHTON 

Room  and  shared  first  floor  in  quiet  spacious  Victorian 
home  with  professional  lesbian  couple.  Washer/dryer, 
dishwasher,  near  T.  Rent  $350  or  negotiate  help  with 
housecare,  errands,  childcare  with  our  16  month  old 
child.  Call  Loraine 254-5929. _ (24) 

2  lesbian  roommates  over  30  wanted  for  9  room  house  in 

Bridgewater.  Quiet  neighborhood.  Parking,  yard.  No 
smokers,  or  drinkers  please.  Vegetarian  preferred. 
Available  now:  $350/mth  plus  utilities.  Cathy  (617) 
282-7227, _ (24) 

THERE'S  NO  PLACE  LIKE  HOME 
Progressive  coop  home  near  Central  Square  in  Cam¬ 
bridge  seeks  funky  and  irreverant  housemate.  Semi-veg. 
No  cigs  or  cats.  Flex  move  in  date.  $375  includes  all. 
864-1466. _ 

LF  seeks  same  to  share  2  bdrm,  chem  and  smoke  free, 
apt.  in  JP.  1  have  2  cats.  Another  nego.  $247.50  plus. 
Near  T.  Call  522-2332. _ (24) 

Roommate  wanted  for  sunny  renovated  Victorian.  No 
pels,  chem.  free.  Near  T.  3  rooms  available  $250-350  in¬ 
cluding  util.,  security  system,  laundry,  cleaning  service. 
Ashmont  265-4097.  Diane.  (24) 


a: 


PARTMENTS 


DORCHESTER 

6-rm,  2  bdrm,  2nd  fir  beautifully  restored.  Refinished  floors, 
natural  wdwork,  built-in  china,  eat-in  kitchen.  Frost-free 
refrigeration.  Available  2/1,  $600  plus  heat/utilities.  282-3216. 
John, _ _ (24) 

SOUTH  END  SUBLET 

January  through  April.  Large,  sunny,  warm  (heat  incl.)  Ibr, 
furnished.  $450/month  plus  utilities.  Call  Brace  424-1490 

(home)  2924805  (work), _ (25) 

PRIVACY,  FREEDOM.  AND  FRIENDS 
Large  one  bedroom  apartment  in  lesbian  owned  3  family. 
Freedom  to  be  “out”  in  very  safe,  pleasant  surroundings  near 
Melrose/Malden  line.  Off-street  parking.  Near  T.  $725  plus 
rent.  Available  Dec,  31.  Call  Karen  321-3569, _ (24) 

SHORT  TERM/PART  TIME 

Need  a  flexible  situation?  GF  37  offers  apt  to  mature,  quiet 
GF/M,  Harvard  medical  area.  Close  to  trains.  Please  call 
442-4693  or  leave  message. _ (c) 


H 


OUSING  WANTED 


$500  REWARD 

GCN  writer  seeks  one  bdrm  apt  in  Cambridge/Somerville 
area.  $500  or  less  (please  don’t  laugh).  $500  reward  for  rent 
control.  Call  Liz  864-1466.  _ (c) 


A  C  A  T  I  O  N  S 

A  GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

Come  ski  our  miles  of  cross  country  trails  then  unwind 
in  our  hot  tub  or  in  front  of  a  crackling  fire.  With  19 
charming  rooms,  100  scenic  acres,  yummy  breakfasts 
and  inexpensive,  uncrowded  downhill  skiing  nearby, 
we’re  your  perfect  vacation  choice!  Great  mid-week  dis¬ 
counts.  THE  HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  118G,  Bethle¬ 
hem,  NH  03574,  (603)  869-3978.  Grace  and  Judi,  Inn¬ 
keeper^ _ _  (42) 


O  R 


UBLICATIONS 


BREAKTHROUGH! 

Political  journal  of  Prairie  Fire  Organizing  Committee, 
Spring  1989  issue.  Women  of  the  Philippine  Revolution 
—  Interview  with  Makibaka;  The  Post-Feminist  Mysti¬ 
que;  speech  by  PISD  (People  with  Immune  System 
Disorders);  Crack  and  Black  Youth.  $3  including 
postage.  John  Brown  Book  Club,  POB  1422,  San  Fran- 
cisco,  CA  941 14, _ 

Do  you  need  facts  about  menopause?  Does  the 
stereotyping  of  older  women  make  you  angry?  Do  you 
want  to  be  part  of  an  Older  Feminists  Network? 
Broomstick,  a  bimonthly  national  magazine  by,  for  and 
about  women  over  forty.  Annual  subs  (US  funds  only) 
U.S.  $15,  Canada  $20,  Overseas  and  Institutions  $25. 
Sliding  scale  available.  Sample  copy  $3.50.  3543  18  St. 
#3,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 10, _ 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $12  for  one 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge,  MA  02139. _ (16.33) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1.50;  sub.  $6;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  No.  236G,  SF,  CA  94114. 
_  (ex) 

With  incisive  reporting  and  thoughtful  analysis  IN 
THESE  TIMES  offers  the  very  best  in  alternative  American 
journalism.  We’ve  built  our  reputation  on  addressing 
the  issues  the  mainstream  media  ignores,  and  rhat’s’why 
our  unique  point-of-view  has  been  trusted  by  thousands 
of  readers  for  over  a  decade.  Why  not  see  for  yourself? 
You  may  order  a  subscription  by  calling  800-435-0715 
(in  Illinois  call  800-892-0753)  or  by  writing  to  IN  THESE 
TIMES,  1912  Debs  Ave.,  Ml.  Morris,  IL  61054.  (17.36) 

OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation’s  oldest 
women’s  newsjournal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  —  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians  and  women  from 
every  continent,  $15/1 1  issues.  $6  plus  $1  postage.  2423 
18th  St.  NW,  Washington,  DC  20009 _ (ex) 

WOMEN  OF  POWER:  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
single  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885.  (ex) 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY-SINCE  1973  Accom¬ 
modations,  AA  groups,  bars.,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc  .  etc.,  etc  (area  codes 
and  zip  codes  too’) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama.  Arkansas,  N  &  S. 
Carolina,  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas.  Kentucky.  Louisiana. 
Mississippi.  Missouri.  New  Mexico.  Oklahoma.  Puerto 
Rico.  Tennessee.  Texas,  Virginia, 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut,  Delaware. 
District  of  Columbia.  Maine.  Maryland.  Massachusetts. 
New  Hampshire.  Ohio.  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island.  Ver¬ 
mont.  W.  Virginia. 

Renaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station.  NY.  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail;  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  for  further  information,  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope  Please 
contact  us  for  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books,  598  Yonge  St.,  Toronto.  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


P  II  B  L  I  C  A  T  I  O  N 

ON  OUR  BACKS 

The  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  49 
pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  timely  sexual  ad¬ 
vice  and  news  columns.  We  are  quarterly,  national,  uni¬ 
que  and  provocative.  $28/year  sub/$6  single  issue.  ON 
OUR  BACKS,  526  Castro,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 


o 


R  S 


(ex) 

Ql 


SALE 


MUST  SELL  TYPEWRITER 

IBM  Portable.  Memory  Daisy  Wheel  very  adaptable. 
Foreign  lang.  etc....Neato  keen.  Call  Raehelle  232-1643 
or  623-3414.  Instruction  book  included. 

SELLING  IT? 

If  you’re  looking  to  sell  your  house,  your  car  — 
whatever  —  start  with  a  GCN  classified  ad.  This  is  a 
low-cost,  highly  effective  way  to  reach  the  thousands  of 
people  who  read  GCN  each  week! 


WOMEN’S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since  1983 
Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and  abroad 
Subscriptions:  $15/U.S.,  $18/'Canada,  $25/instit utions. 
Free  sample  on  request.  THE  WOMEN’S  REVIEW, 
Wellesley  Women’s  Research  Center,  Wellseley,  MA 
02I8L _ (ex) 

BLACK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black/Out  now  available. 
This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National  Coalition 
for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains  essays,  reviews, 
poetry,  news  and  announcements  concerning  the  Black 
Lesbian  and  Gay  community.  Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  1  year  subscription  (2  issues)  $10  to 
Bl.ACK/OUT,  c/o  NCBLG,  19641  West  Seven  Mile, 
Detroit,  Ml  48219. _  (ex) 


RGANIZATIONS 

OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174, _ (15.48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
(16.1) _ 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 

Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pni.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
523-7363  for  info, _ (15.32) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intergenerationa!  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  174,  New  York,  NY 
10018 _ _  (7) 
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Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU025522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 

POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New  and  used 
boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers.  Truck  and  equip¬ 
ment  rentals.  We  load/unload  your  truck.  522-0826. 


From  $18  /  hr. 

MAXI-VANS 

CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 
HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 
24  HOUR  DELIVERY 
LIC.  and  INS. 


6-184fi^ 


IF  YOU  WANT  PEACE, 
WORK  FOR  JUSTICE 


Prison  AIDS  Resource  Center 
A  new  organization  is  forming.  To  help 
with  AIDS  education  and  other  AIDS  pro¬ 
blems  in  the  U.S.  prison  system.  If  you 
have  ideas  about  what  they  need  to  be  do-  j 
ing,  send  them  to:  PARC,  926  J  St.  #801,  ! 
Sacramento  CA  95814.  LET’S  HELP  THIS! 
GROUP  GET  OFF  TO  A  GOOD  START  SO 
THEY  CAN  GIVE  PRISONERS  THE  KIND 
OF  HELP  THAT’S  REALLY  NEEDED!  ] 


My  friends  call  me  ‘Scotty’.  I’m  seeking  com¬ 
panionship.  I  enjoy  swimming,  jogging  and 
other  outdoor  sports,  and  I’m  interested  in 
meeting  a  serious-minded  woman  who’s  honest, 
kind  and  fun  loving.  I  enjoy  candlelight  dinners 
on  occasion  with  long  stem  red  roses.  How 
about  you?  Natalie  SCOTT,  22318  SHU  217, 
Frontera  CA  91720. _ 

I’m  a  32  yr  old  Black  female,  Libra,  seeking  so¬ 
meone  to  write,  man  or  woman.  I  love  writing, 
music,  and  meeting  people.  1  would  prefer  hear¬ 
ing  from  those  on  the  outside.  Christine  KEN- 
NEDY,  008157,  Box  180,  Muncy  PA  17756. 
Loneliness  has  been  my  friend  a  long,  long 
time.  1  need  someone  to  call  a  friend  of  mine,  to 
bring  to  my  face  a  lovely  smile.  I’ve  been  out  of 
touch  and  so  please  write.  Angela  DAVIS, 
A498084  (164),  PO  Box  8540,  Pembroke  Pines 
F-L  33024. _ 

I  want  my  love  to  fly  free.  I  want  someone  to 
write  me.  I  need  something  so  strong  to  where 
I’d  know  our  friendship  won’t  be  wrong.  Bon¬ 
nie  Stanley,  669341  (512),  PO  Box  8540,  Pem¬ 
broke  Pines  FL  33024. 


ARTIST,  Serving  LIFE 

I’m  an  Artist,  serving  Life,  bisexual  and  would 
like  to  write  a  Queen.  Age  &  Race  not  impor¬ 
tant.  Kenneth  BROCK,  EF-154472,  B  unit  G-2, 
Star  Route,  Reidsville  GA  30499. 


I  am  a  writer  of  erotic  and  political  gay  fiction 
and  would  like  to  write  someone,  and  also  to 
find  a  publisher.  Anyone  interested,  please 
write  William  W.  PERRY,  79761  BKS  16,  PO 
Box  500,  Grady  AR  71644. 


Gay  prisoner  seeks  correspondence  with  so¬ 
meone  who  doesn’t  mind  making  a  long  term 
convict  happy  by  writing.  Interests  include 
reading,  writing,  volleyball  and  French.  1  have 
no  family  and  would  appreciate  some  letters. 
Stephen  BENWELL,  E-25034,  PO  Box  W, 
1-C3-29,  Represa  CA  95671. _ 

GBM,  25.  1  never  thought  1  would  write  an  ad 
like  this.  If  you  never  thought  you  would 
answer  one,  let’s  surprise  each  other.  Michael 
McKINNEY,  02596-000,  Box  888,  Ashland  KY 
41101. 


i  pi 

Could  you  please  help  me  understand  why  it’s 
so  difficult  for  a  gay  prisoner  to  find  outside 
correspondence  with  another  gay  person.  Isn’t 
somebody  interested  in  sharing  their  thoughts 
thru  writing.  Does  this  prison  make  me  ‘un¬ 
social’  or  is  it  just  bad  luck.  Maybe  it’s  my  ap- 
proach.  Perhaps.  Could  you  place  my  name  in 
your  upcoming  issue  and  let’s  try  again?  Jeffery 
THOMPSON,  349954  Wynne,  Huntsville  TX 
77349. _ 

DUNGEON  MASTER:  if  getting  whipped  is 
your  style,  then  you  must  be  my  dungeon  child. 
If  you  get  into  leather  and  ropes,  then  obey  my 
command  and  drop  me  a  note.  Boyd  HIGGIN¬ 
BOTHAM,  87442  Beaver  l-C-10,  Box  174,  St 
Gabriel  LA  70776. _ 

1  can  receive  mail  from  other  institutions,  and 
age  and  race  is  no  problem  to  me.  1  enjoy  quiet 
environments,  traveling  and  meeting  people.  1 
am  obviously  gay,  HIV  positive,  and  enjoy  my 
life  and  would  like  to  hear  from  someone. 
Frank  LAVELY,  163203,  HU  6,  Box  900,  Jef- 
ferson  City  MO  65102.  _ 

LIKES  WILD  LIFE  (NATURE!)I’m  writing 
this  letter  because  I  would  like  to  find  someone 
to  write  to.  I  know  you  probably  get  a  lot  of  let¬ 
ters  like  mine,  and  it  may  take  a  while,  and 
maybe  no  one  will  write.  But  I’m  very  lonely  in 
here  and  I  hope  that  you  can  help  me  out.  I  love 
the  water  and  camping  in  the  woods  and  all  wild 
life.  I  also  like  to  dance  and  meeting  other  peo¬ 
ple.  If  there  is  someone  who  would  like  to  write 
me,  I’ll  go  into  more  of  myself.  Vernon 
PHILLIPS,  054194,  C-110,  Box  667,  Bushnell 
FL  33513. _ 

I’ve  been  writing  a  lot  of  people  on  this  list  and 
haven’t  got  any  replies.  Please  put  my  name  in. 
I  like  camping,  rock  climbing,  swimming, 
riding  a  bike,  music  and  reading.  I  prefer  so¬ 
meone  who  is  feminine,  inside  or  outside 
prison,  doesn’t  matter.  Phillip  BOUGHTON, 
1 7564,  Box  14,  Concord  NH  03301 . 


I‘m  a  very  loveable  person  that  would  like  to  of 
write  other  gay  people.  I’m  a  bitranssexual.  I  go  jfl 
both  ways,  or  you  can  just  call  me  a  freak.  I  zj 
would  like  to  hear  from  you  freaky  people  out 
there.  My  friends  call  me  Tina,  but  you  have  to 
put  mv  ‘real’  name  on  the  envelope.  Gene 
CLARK,  Box  786,  Tillery  NC  27887, _ 

Hey  BALTIMORE!!  I’m  COMING  OUT!! 

Be  a  part  of  my  coming  out.  I  sure  could  use  a 
job,  good  Gay  friends  and  advice.  1  have  a  Bus. 
Adm.  education,  am  interested  in  gay  com¬ 
munity  issues,  and  I’d  like  to  hear  from  you 
even  if  it’s  only  words  of  encouragement. 

B  Prisoners  can  write  too.  Ken  AYERS,  Box  700, 
g  Jessup  MD  20794, _ 

a  Bi-male,  28,  solid  and  real,  college  grad,  in- 
|  terested  in  people,  freedom,  life.  Be  surprised 
S  and  write.  James  McCHAN,  43927,  Box  900, 
i  Jefferson  City  MO  65102. _ 

1  MOTHER  THINKS  HE‘S  GOOD  LOOKING 

Hi,  I’m  in  here  on  a  trumped  up  forgery  charge 
and  would  really  like  a  few  penpals.  Mail  is  as 
important  as  food  in  here  (and  about  as 
edible!).  I’m  good  looking  (my  mother  and 
friends  say  so)  and  would  like  to  have  someone 
to  talk  with.  Michael  POWELL,  E-29989, 
350-2-26L,  PO  Box  9,  Avenal  CA  93204. 


Please  put  me  on  your  penpal  list  so  some  big 
hunk  of  a  man  will  write  me.  I’m  a  dizzy  queen 
looking  for  Mr.  Right.  I  have  a  small  little 
round  ass  and  looking  for  somebody  that  can 
handle  the  sweet  thing.  Love  hot  nasty  letters. 
No  phoneys  please.  Peter  GINGRAS,  16480, 
Box  14,  Concord  NH  03301. _ 

[Prison  life  is  very  hard  with  no  family  or  real 

S  friends.  Would  like  to  hear  from  boy  lovers, 
j  Michael  EASTER,  191-545,  Box  69,  London 
|OH  43140. 


I‘m  a  27  yr  old  gay  male  looking  for  friendship 
and  more.  I  like  all  kinds  of  music,  cooking, 
dancing  and  sex.  I’d  like  to  hear  from  the  out¬ 
side  world.  Interested  in  S&M  too.  Lawrence 
LYNCH,  101302,  Box  511,  1900  SW  377th  St, 
Florida  City  FL  33034. 


I  enjoy  reading  your  paper  a  lot  and  would  like 
to  have  my  name  in  your  penpal  listing.  I’m  21 
and  will  like  to  correspond  with  gays  all  around 
the  world.  Fred  CLEMONS,  102580,  Box  413, 
1 150  SW  Allapattah  Rd,  Indiantown  FL  34956 


COMING  OUT  IN  THE  ’90s 
I  had  the  pleasure  of  reading  your  paper  and 
decided  to  come  out  in  the  open.  Being  in  prison 
and  being  gay  means  being  alone  and  I  think  it’s 
time  to  meet  some  of  my  gay  brothers  who  has 
experienced  what  I’m  going  thru  now.  I’ve  had 
gay  feelings  for  most  of  my  life  but  didn’t  want 
to  deal  with  them,  but  it’s  the  ’90s  coming  in 
and  I’m  coming  ‘out’,  with  your  help  of  course. 
Jaymie  JOHNSON,  203-273,  Box  56,  Lebanon 
OH  45036. 
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Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the 
Monday  before  the  week  of  the  event.  Photos 
encouraged.  Please  specify  if  event  is/is  not 
wheelchair  accessible  and/or  sign  language 
interpreted.  Please  use  our  format  as  a  guide 
for  listings  and  put  each  event  on  a  separate 
sheet,  if  possible.  Listings  must  be  typed. 

23  Saturday 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Crones’  Harvest  holds  potluck  din¬ 
ner  and  shows  film  "  Bom  in  Flames.  "761  Center  Street. 
6pm.  $5.  983-9530.  TTY-TDD  983-9529.  Wheelchair  ac¬ 
cessible. 

24  Sunday 

Boston  □  Metropolitan  Community  Church 

presents  a  Lesbian  and  Gay  Christmas  Eve.  131  Cambridge 
Street.  6:30pm  pre-service  concert,  7pm  candlelight  ser¬ 
vice.  437-0420. 


28  Thursday 


Boston  □  The  Group,  a  social/discussion  group  meets 
at  the  Les/Gay  Service  Center.  Topic,  "The  Final  Meeting 
of  the  Decade."  338  Newbury  Street.  8pm.  266-1129. 

Boston  □  Boston  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance 
Against  Defamation  meets  at  the  Les/Gay  Service 
Center,  338  Newbury  Street.  8pm.  868-0416. 

29  Friday 

Boston  □  Chiltern  Mountain  Club  snowshoe  hiking 
in  Baxter  Park,  Maine.  Thru  I/I.  Roy,  661-1436  (before 
9:30pm). 

30  Saturday 

Cambridge  □  Desert  Hearts  perform  at  Indigo,  823 
Main  Street.  8pm.  $6.50.  497-7200. 


4  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info, 
GCN:  617/426-4469. 


30  Saturday  □  Desert 
Hearts  perform  at  Indigo, 
823  Main  Street,  Cambridge. 
8pm.  $6.50.  Info:  497-7200. 

Tuesday 


25  Monday 

Boston  □  The  Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  Service 
Center  holds  an  open  house  with  seasonal  movies,  music 
and  hot  cider.  338  Newbury  Street.  I -6pm.  Carol, 
247-2927. 

26  Tuesday 

Boston  □  Boston  Coalition  for  Black  Lesbians  and 
Gays  general  meeting  at  the  Harriet  Tubman  House,  566 
Columbus  Ave.  6:30pm.  Catherine,  825-2610  (eves). 

27  Wednesday 

Cambridge  □  Say  it,  Sister!  "Women’s  Health"  — 
Byllye  Avery’s  keynote  address  at  the  Boston  Midwifery 
Conference.  WMBR,  88.1  FM,  7-8pm. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Crones’  Harvest  presents  herbalist 
Gail  Ulrich.  761  Centre  Street.  8pm.  $5.  983-9530,  TTY- 
TDD  983-9529.  Wheelchair  accessible. 


31  Sunday 

Boston  □  Les/Gay  Service  Center  hold  First  Night 
Open  House  at  338  Newbury  Street.  3-IOprn.  John 
Nicoli,  247-2927. 

Cambridge  □  Amethyst  Women’s  New  Year’s  Eve 
Dance.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
9pm- 1  am.  $6  more  or  less. 

Boston  □  David  Scondras'  Annual  New  Year’s  Eve 
Party.  34  Edgerly  Road.  8pm.  Donations  welcome. 
267-2150. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  City  Life/Vida  Urbana's  8th  Annual 
Party.  At  theJ.P.  Firehouse,  659  Centre  Street.  9pm.  $10 
donation.  524-3541. 

January  2  Tuesday 

Boston  □  Gay  Games/Vancouver  ’90  organizational 
meeting.  7-9pm.  For  location  and  info  call  Kim  395-5329. 


Cambridge  □  Women’s  Community  Cancer  Pro¬ 
ject.  Feminists  meet  to  discuss  strategies  for  political  ac¬ 
tion  on  cancer  issues.  At  the  Women's  Center,  46  Plea¬ 
sant  Street.  7-9pm.  Janet  Schreiber,  489-3806. 

5  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and 
meet  new  friends.  5- 1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arl¬ 
ington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

Brookline  □  Les/Gay/Bi  Swing  and  Ballroom 
Dance  at  Ballet,  Etc.  185  Corey  Road.  8:30pm-midnight. 
$4.  661-1792. 

....  »  * jivyt 

Weekly  events 
Sunday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth  (BAGLY).  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35 
Bowdoin  St.  2-5pm.  523-7363  or  I-800-42BAGLY. 


Cambridge  □  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap.  12/26  no  rap, 
1/2  Crushes.  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
7:30- 1 0pm.  354-8807. 

Cambridge  □  30-plus  Lesbian  Rap  7-8:30pm.  12/26 
Movie,  1/2  Lesbian  Literature.  The  Women's  Center  (see 
above). 

Wednesday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth.  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St. 
New  persons’  meeting  6pm;  women  and  men  meet 
separately  6:45-7:30;  general  meeting  at  7:30pm. 
523-7363  or  I-800-42BAGLY. 

Cambridge  □  Say  it.  Sister!  WMBR,  88. 1  FM.  7-8pm. 

Boston  □  Women’s  Self-Defense  Classes  sponsored 
by  Women’s  Self  Defense  Collective.  Studio  3,  731  Har¬ 
rison  Ave.,  2nd  floor.  6-8pm.  SI0-S35  sliding  scale  per 
mo.  625-1115. 


A  Majestic  Dutchman! 

Der  Fliegende  Hollander,  Wagner's 
tale  of  a  tortured  man  of  the  sea 

Presented  in  Concert  with 

Over  200  voices  on  stage,  featuring 
The  Boston  Gay  Men's  Chorus  and 
The  Cambridge  Chorale 

Jan.  12  at  8  PM;  Jan.  14  at  3  PM 
The  Emerson  Majestic  Theatre,  Boston 
Top  Ticket:  $28;  CALL  267-1512 


jjtfF  -’/’f.tv i  V. 
Tv,',  i  ;  "ii  «V:  -  A 


’LL*  vfrv-C  !•.'  C 

**u  t  i  • 


f 


Roger  Roloff  returns  to  Boston 
as  the  Dutchman 

"Roloff's  voice  has  beauty,  majesty,  and 
humanity  in  it. " 

-  Richard  Dyer,  The  Boston  Globe 
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‘ Boston  Lyric  Opera 

Tickets  also  available  at  all  Bostix  and  Ticketron  Outlets 


Screwball  glitz  and  revolt 
against  misogyny 

Roseanne  Barr  and  Linda  Hunt:  the  real  charismatic 

combo  of  She-Devil 


She-Devil.  Directed  by  Susan  Seidelman.  With 
Roseanne  Barr,  Meryl  Streep,  and  Linda  Hunt. 

By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

orget  Roseanne  Barr  and  Meryl  Streep. 
The  real  charismatic  combo  in  She- 
Devil  is  Roseanne  Barr  and  Linda 
Hunt,  outsiders  to  the  world  of  con¬ 
ventional  “femininity”  who  decide  that 
“people  like  us  need  to  stick  together.” 
They  share  a  wonderful  segment  in  the  film, 
a  mixed-up  mess  of  a  comedy  which,  none¬ 
theless,  manages  to  expose  how  women  are 
victimized  by  wickedly  confining  notions  of 
physical  beauty.  Barr  and  Hunt  embody  this 
best  as  they  fight  against  the  ostracization 
they’ve  suffered  for  being  fat,  short  and  just 
plain  different-looking. 

In  their  scenes  together,  Barr  and  Hunt 
pair  up  to  form  an  employment  agency  for 
fW'g  women  disenfranchised  on 

ill’Mwtfe  the  basis  of  looks,  color  and 
class.  The  agency’s  trade¬ 
mark,  a  red  rose,  keeps  popping  up  through¬ 
out  She-Devil  as  a  delicate  lapel  pin  on 
women’s  jackets.  These  recurring  roses  are 
funny,  satirically  coy  and  pack  a  message  of 
solidarity  as  powerfully  as  do  labyrises  and 
pink  triangles. 

Sadly,  Linda  Hunt  —  a  scene-stealer  who 
played  Alice  B.  Toklas  in  Waiting  for  the 
Moon  —  only  has  a  small  part  in  She-Devil. 
But  fortunately,  much-touted  star  Meryl 
Streep  pulls  in  a  sly,  nuanced  performance 
as  the  saccharine  queen  of  romance  novel¬ 
ists,  Mary  Fisher.  And  Roseanne  Barr,  well, 
it’s  the  same  one-note  Roseanne.  If  you  like 
her  (and  I  do),  you’re  apt  to  enjoy  her  tough 
portrayal  of  Ruth  Patchett,  a  woman  scorn¬ 
ed  by  her  milquetoast  husband  Bob.  Along 
with  the  strong  women  leads,  another  plea¬ 
sant  surprise  of  She-Devil  is  director  Susan 
Seidelman’s  infusion  of  political  moxie  into 
the  movie,  a  departure  from  her  tendency  to 
dish  out  lots  of  flash  with  little  substance. 
Though  She-Devil  still  has  some  screwball 
glitz,  it  also  demonstrates  a  spirit  of  revolt 
against  misogynist  attitudes  that’s  rare  in 
big  commercial  films. 

One  way  the  movie  does  this  is  by  devi¬ 
ating  from  the  novel  it’s  based  upon,  Fay 
Weldon’s  The  Life  and  Loves  of  a  She- 
Devil.  The  book  is  a  somber  and  obsessive 
revenge  tale  in  which  Ruth  Patchett  tor- 
turously  remakes  herself  into  the  svelte 


Roseanne  Barr  and  Linda  Hunt  in  ‘She-Devil’ 


“glamour”  image  of  the  woman  for  whom 
her  husband  leaves  her.  She-Devil,  the 
movie,  lightens  the  tone  and  also  rejects  the 
need  for  Ruth  Patchett’s  transformation. 
Instead,  Patchett  feels  just  fine  about  her¬ 
self  and  her  size  and  sets  out  to  reek.havoc  in 


her  husband’s  life. 

Mary  Fisher,  Patchett’s  counterpart,  is 
portrayed  with  plenty  of  integrity  as  well, 
along  with  an  abundance  of  comic  traits.  I 
loved  the  scene  in  which  the  pink  chiffon- 
draped  Streep,  typing  on  her  pink  computer 


while  perched  on  a  patio  overlooking  the 
sea,  ponderously  tries  to  find  a  euphemism 
for  clitoris.  “Nub,”  she  types.  Hmmm. 
“Love  button?”  Eventually,  Mary  Fisher 
rebels  after  suffering  some  of  the  same  in¬ 
dignities  with  Bob  Patchett  as  Ruth  did. 
(She  breaks  from  the  romance  formula  and 
titles  her  next  novel  Love  in  the  Rinse  Cycle-, 
very  woman-identified.) 

She-Devil  actually  plays  like  two  separate 
stories.  Streep  and  Barr  are  rarely  on  the 
screen  together.  This  disjointed  effect  is  a 
blessing,  in  some  ways,  since  it  keeps  the 
movie  from  degenerating  into  a  bitter  saga 
of  competition  between  women.  Ultimately, 
the  movie  celebrates  women’s  smarts  and 
cooperation,  and  ends  on  a  note  of  almost 
hokey  buoyancy. 

She-Devil's  free  ranging  tendency  does 
present  some  problems,  though.  There  are 
too  many  gratuitous  and  insulting  charac¬ 
ters,  like  Mary  Fisher’s  employee,  a  stereo¬ 
typed  Latino  stud,  and  the  old  people  in  a 
nursing  home  who  are  presented  as  unindiv¬ 
iduated  and  naively  happy.  And  the  plot  has 
inconsistent  twists:  why,  for  example,  does 
Ruth  Patchett  remove  her  mole  and  facial 
hair  by  the  end  of  the  film,  when  in  other 
ways  she  rejects  conforming  to  standards  of 
female  beauty? 

Still,  She-Devil  offers  up  refreshing 
quirks,  too.  I  loved  the  kids  in  this  film, 
Patchett’s  mini-devils  who  wind  up  in  Mary 
Fisher’s  care.  It’s  not  that  they’re  so  inter¬ 
esting,  it’s  that  they’re  so  unimportant!  In 
the  wake  of  all  the  sentimental  dreck  fix¬ 
ating  on  the  glories  of  childbirth  and  chil¬ 
dren  (Dad,  Immediate  Family,  Parenthood, 
thirtysomething,  you  name  it),  it’s  great  to 
have  a  couple  of  kids  in  a  movie  who  are  not 
the  object  of  their  parents’  obsession. 
They’re  just  there,  goofing  off. 

Midway  through  She-Devil,  Barr  explains 
to  Hunt,  “Sometimes  you  have  to  exagger¬ 
ate  things  in  order  to  make  people  see  the 
truth.”  That’s  what  She-Devil  does,  from 
one  improbable  scene  to  the  next.  Flawed, 
indeed,  but  how  can  you  resist  a  movie  that 
came  about  because  Roseanne  Barr  said  to 
director  Susan  Seidelman,  “If  you  give  me 
this  part,  I’ll  let  you  fuck  me.”? 

Love  you,  Roseanne.  (And  your  sister 
Geraldine,  too.)  □ 

Elizabeth  Pincus  writes  movie  reviews  and 
detective  fiction. 
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